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INSTITUZTE RESEARCH REFPORTS

AN _INVESTIGATION OF LAND USE PATTERIS IN THE FOREST LAND OF

LIBADAN DIVISION WITH TEE AID OF AIR PHOTGGRAPHS

by J. 0. Cyelecge

Introduction

The previous report on the Land Use Survey Project snumerated
the aims of the Project and discussed the plan to carry out a
Pilet Study in Ibadan Division.+ It was mentioned in the repors
that the Sub-Committee set up by the Institute had noted among
other things that there is a substantial knowledge available about
the physical, esconomic and social factors conditioning the exist-
ing land for agricultural purposes. What is sadly lacking is the
basic information about the patterns of existing Land Use itself.

Purtherrore, it was recommended that the most suitable
technigue, in terms of coverage and speed, for the study of Land
Use patterns is with aerial photographs, This technigue has,
however, not been adequately tested undep Nigerian conditions,
The pilot survey is therefore aimed at testing the technigue in
order to provide a firmer basis Tor its application to Land Use
studies in Nigeria.

The plan of the Survey

The plan toc carry out the pilot survey within the forest land
of Ibadan Division was based on the recomrendation of the Sub-
Committee on the determination of land use zoneg, It was recom-
mended that vegetation, parent soils and population density be
used as major factors in delimiting land use zones, and Ibadan
Division was selected +to test the recommendation,

Ibadan Division covers an area of approximately 2,221 square
miles, This area can be divided into the forest land {which
covers about half of the division) and the savanna land. Almost
half of the forest land ig occuplied by the Ijaiye forest reserve
in the north-west and the Onigambari forest reserve in the south.
The distribution of population density within the fcrest and
savanna lands shows that the majority of the veople in the
Division live in the forest zone. The differeice hetween the
soils of the forest land and the savanna land is not great and
as much this factor has been neglected in determining the land
use zones. It was, therefore, on the basis of vegetation cover
and populstion density that Ibadan Division was constituted into
forest land and savanna land,

The part of the forest land which is not ocecupled by forest
reserve has besn very extensively cultivated, and the main crops
are tree erops such as cocos, kolanuts and oranges, The cultiva-
tion of food crops predominates in areas which are not very sult-
able for tree crops cultivation, although patches of food crops
cultivation are also feund within the area of tree crops cultiva-
tion, Within the forest land, there are occurrcnces of open
areas with savanna vegetation., BSuch areas were originally
occupied by poor forest but have czgenerated into savanna pro-
bably as a result of over-cultivation.

The pilot survey could not ftake the form of a complete
enumeration of the land use types for the Tollowing reasons:—
1) There are no base maps drawn on a suitable scale, covering

1. African Notes, Vol, 2, No, 3; April 1965; pp. 36.



Ibadan Divisior, (ii) There is no recent air vhotographs cover-
age of the area, and the scale of the available Canadien air
photograchs coverage of 1963 is unsuitable., {(iii) It was not
possible to fly alr ohotogravhs for the purposc of the survey due
to high cost. (iv) A compiete coverasge of the area would cost
mich and the resuld mignt not justify such expenscs, The work,
therefore, had tc take the form of a sampling survey.

A plan Tfor this pllot survey hased on 2 racdom sampling
technigue was discussed in a previous Peport2 hbut the original
procedure wag modified quite consideravly when the actual survey
was carried out. In the original plan the survey was to take
the form of a stretified two—stage sampling survey, The basis
for stratification was to be the dennity of the dominant crap
which is cocoa. The basis for stratification assumes that there
is accurate information on the distribution of cocos cultivation
within the area to be surveyed. Since this was found not to be
the case, it wag felt that the basis shouwld he modified,

In the prescnt survey, the stratification is based on dis-—
tence fron Ibadan, Ibadan city is regarded as the hub of the
agricultural and economic activities of the division, It could
be safely assumed, therefore, that the uses to which the land is
put will vary according to the distance from Ibadan and thess
should form recognisable patterns. The strata were made up of
concentric clrcles approximately | miles in radius and drawn with
Tbadan as the centre, There were five such rings drawn,

The Selgction of 8Sample Units

The area covered by these concentric rings was divided inte
sguares with cach square covering an area of about 2,5 miles
square, Tach of the sguares constituts a sample unit. The ares
of land under cultivation, excluding thc area covered by forcst
reserves, witnin cach stratum was calculated and sample urits
corresponding to 10 per cent of the arca calculatcd were then
selscted, During the selection, if a sample unit falls on a
forest rescrve, it is rejected and another one is seleched. The
first stratum was wholly occupisd by Tbadan and its immediats
environ, This stratum was excluded Trom this survey but it will
be studied at a later date, The distribution of the samplc units
within the remaining four strata is as follows:-—

STRATUK SANPLE UNITS
T i
11T 11
TV 13
v 12
Total 4O
S

There are many villages located within cach of the samplc
units, The central village within cach of the sample unit was,
however, selected as the focus of the unit. (Fig. 1) :

The Scope of the Survey

The alr photographs coverage of the seleched sample units
were obtained and by using them an attenpt was to be made o
arrive at a classification that world be applicable to the whole
forest land. 1In order to achieve this the survey was planned to

2. African Notes. Vnl. 2. Na. %+ Anril 10AR: -~ I A
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ineclude the following: (a) tracing of the boundarics of the
various patterns recognisable on the photogravhs, (b) checking -
on the field the accuracy of the boundaries traced and what

land use types the diffcrent patterns represent, (c) corrcetion
of boundaries and the compilation of land usec classes, (&) -
re-checking on the field of the patterns and their mapping. In
addition. to the above the field workers were to study the land
use patterns around the central villages and determine the
boundaries of the land sxelusively cultivated by the villagers,

The survey was expected tc he completed within a weck during
the month of August, 1966. It was decided that twenty-four
students of the University of Ibadan be emploved as Tield workers.
The arguments for the employment of students werc that (i) they
would be easier to train, (ii} they would produce nore accurate
work at a faster rate becausc of their background and (iii) they
would benefit from the field experience,

Ihe Method of Burvey

The possibility of flying air photographs to cover the arcs
sslected as sample units was investigated., It was discovered
that such an exercise would cost a few thousand pounds and the
idea was abandoned. The only air photographs coverags of the
arca to be surveyed, which 1s comparatively rececnt is the Canadiar
Aerial Photographs flown in 1963, These air photographs are, on
scale 1: {0,000, a scale which is unsuitable for the study of land
use patterns in the field. The air photographs werce thorefore
cnlarged to scale 1: 10,000,

The twenty-four students employed were divided into six eqgual
groups and they wverce assigned to work on sample units situated
along the same route, The distribution of the sample units as
indicated by the central villages and also the air vhotographs
roference number arc as follows: -

GROUP DIRECTION FROW SAMPLE UNIT ATR PHOTOGRAFPH _
) TBADAIT CENTRAL VILLAGE REFERENCE

Agoro C - N7 - "Bb

Arulogun cC ~ N75 .- 56

Adara C - N75 - 56

I NORTH-EAST Tatosa C - W93 - 6
Elcsshu ¢ - Ng3 - 6

Balogun ¢ - N10s - 139

Apatere C - H105 - 141

Ogundipe C - n73 - 162

Kate ¢ - N103 =~ 6

. Owoade C - N73 - 155

1T SOUTH-EAST Cgo C - N73 - 155
Araromi C - N73 - 156

Ghada C - N1R3 -~ &8

Ajia ¢ - N103 - 75

Kupalo—Jago ¢ - N103 - 77

Atari cC - N7L - 1h2

IIz EAST Aiyede/Cwobale C - N75 - 60
Lgbedn C - N1OO0 - 7

Osegere ¢ - N1oGo - 8

Oderinwale ¢ - .N100 =~ &

O]e C - NY5 - 54

Iv NORTH Olorishacko C - MN&9 - 1983
Tjaiye b ¢ -wm89 - 193

Akukunni f C - N8 - 1%L

i T O ke s e . T 2
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The Field Reports

The field repcrits subnitihed b
the following main pointo:- {a) General difficultics
on the field (b) Comments on air pho

ich of the groups included

cnecounteraed
sgraphes, {(¢) Interprotation

of' the land use patierns.

(a)

General Difficultics

The field workcers
with the farmers in the
czpecially those in the
farmers the opportunity te know
20 ensure thelr co-operation,
reported that they had difficultics

It was not casy to trace some of the
inaceuracics in the place names shown on
glaring exanple reported by the

There was =
north~cast, whero
village had to be
vhere the village
Alapata to Onide.

Difficulties

arc very few good

were Instructed to cegquaint themscelvos
villages within their ssample units
contral villages., This sould give the

b the field work is about and

Some of the fiela workers, howevor,

with some villages,

villages because of the
the availeblc base maps
Tisld vorkers in 1l
Abeshe village could not be traced and Opuns
substituted, There also & case 1n the «
was located but the name had cnangod fromn

[N )

v en
woZhio

in transportation werse also reported, Thoro
roads ond somé of the paths shown om the HApS

ALC wrong and nisleading,
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(b} The Air Photiographs

The poor quality of the alr photogravhs was generally
commented on by the field workers, The ficld workers in the
north particularly complained that several features on the photo—
graphs appear blurrcd and cannct be accurately identified, Thoe
date of the photographs which was threc years carlicr than tho
date of the survey was a set back, In arcas whzre fileld crops
are cultivated the ficld workecre had tc devend on what the farmers
told them about previous cultivation., Unfortunately some of the
farmers cannct give accurats desceription of the crops grown on the
farms when the photographs were taken,

(¢) The Interoretation of the Lond Usc Patterns

The Tield workers wers instructed to check on the field the
shade on the nhotograghs thet represent the {following features:-
(a) forest, (b) trce crops, (¢) fallowe, (d) Ticld crops, {(e)
other Teatures, e.g. rock outerops and clearings. The reports of
the groups showed considerable differences in the interpretaticon
given to the shados recogniczed on the photographs., This i1s not
unexpectsd. since the shadings on the photographe depend on many
factors such as bhs time of the day during which the photographs
were taken, the condition of weather at the time and the angle at
which tho camera is focused as affected by the movement of the
alrp-craft, The rain shadings obeservable in the photographs were
listed oz (i) very dark, (ii) dark, (iii) greyish or whitish, and
(iv) mixture of dzrk and grey.

The arens cccupled by wvery dark shades were recognised by
the groups working in the north and the south as Fforest reserves.
In such aress outl s of the tocp of trees arve easily recognised
ané sowards the af of such areas zn idea of the height of theso
trecs 1s given by comparison with the lower forost adjzcent to
them, The aress were identified as the Ijaiye forest reserve in
the north and the COnigambari forest recssrve in the south,

The derk shadce was assoclated with the lower forest cover,
especlally in sreas whare outlinces of trecs were visible, A
second category of dark shadce wag acsociated o cultivated arcas.
The group that worked in the cast noted a Lighter shade within the
dark shades.

The arcss with greyish or whitish and those with nixture of
dark and grey werc associlated with fallow and Ticld crops cultiva-
tior by all the grouvs. Therc wag however much contradiction as
te which of the shades represent crops and which of them represont
fallow or cleared land.

In the casc of forested arcas, only forest ressrves were
recognisced with any degree of certainty. The groups found it
very difficult to differentiate between low forest and tree crous
on the photogranshs. Those who worked in the sovth-cast and the
east, observed that arcas which appeared like coantinuous coverags
of forest werc in zeveral places tree ¢rovs farms wWith isolated
trees. In the east, the arsas around Oscgers and Jago {within
the dark shaded areas) were found to be lighter in shade, and on
investigation an almost continucus coverage of cocos farms was
discovered, :

The distincticn between trec crops aress and bush fallow was
alsc found dilfficult especially in areas where the tree crops arc
young. There arc several arcas, however, where the bush fallow
can be clearly identified, None of the groups zssociated the
occurrence of palm trees which ars casily recognisable in the
vhotogravhs with the types of land usc. :

The Tield crops aveas are easlily recognised it the photograrh
but the mein difficulty is how to dotermine from the mosalc
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bresented the arecas actually under crops g distinet from the
areas under preparation or areas under grass fallow, Tho Zrouy
which worked in the socuth-ezast concluded that the smooth dark
shade iz likely to be froeshly cultivated areas while those who
worked ol the cast recognised 1t as areas covercd with mature
crope. The group that worked in the north suggssted that it
mist represent cither arcas cultiveted with young crops or
areag newly cleared or burnt or land under fallow. The west
group concluded that such areas are cassava farns,

The interpretation given fto the grey or whitish shades
ranged from clearings in which crcps are alresdy growing 1o aress
under grass fallow, In two particular cases, the greyish shade
wag ddentified as open swamp (western group) and as football
field (eastern group),

The confusicn in the interproetation of the different s
could be due to the reflection of the surface arcs during tr
tirme of photograrhy and the dependence of the field workers on
the information given by the farmers, It is qulte possible for
an area with identical land use types to have different shades
on photographs. The differences could however, be reconciled i
the photographs were receont but in the case of the present SUrvoey
the photographs are over three vears old.

™

The types of land use in ths Cleld crops arcas wore obscorved
to be very dynanic, copeeinlly with rolation f£o cultivated arcors
and fallow. It was noticed, however, that the {ield boundarice
which were photographed in 1963 were cssentially the same as 4iose
obeerved on the Ticld in 1966,

Deductions from Picld Checks

The contradictions ana the difficulties noted hy the (isld
workers in thelr reporte were investigsted orn the ficld by ths
Research Fellow, The methods used by the fis=ld workers wors
adepted and the interpretetion of the different shadoes were based
on the oral information given by farmers, These woro supplo-
wented by the investigsatior of the crop residuals on the Piold
where possible,

The identification of tree crops on tho phaotographs wog
fourd very difficult. It was discovered i #he Fisld that what
loocked 1ike a contiruous forcet covep in the phobtograchs was
mixed with cocos and kolanut trces, The idea of using a few
deterrinants in identifying arsas of tree crops cultivation was
tricd. The determinonts tricd were: (1) cceurrence of tall treos
irregularly spaced; (il) density of palm trees; (1ii) the occur-
rence of dark grey shades and (iv) absence of tall trees in
sreas with vegetation apparently of the same helght., Theé areas
with (1) wsre fourd to be oceupied with trec crops in some cascs
but in cther cases they were not, t viaz assumed that areas
with moderate to low density of ralm trees and with visible
forest vegetation under them arc li%ely %o be tree crops farms,
Ground checks, however revealed thab such areas could be :
re-generated forosts, The third determinant whieh is the occur-
rence of dark grey colour was found inconclusive =ince such
areas in the weeot are not associsted with tree cronag, The
absence of tall trees in arecas with uniform vegetation was =21s
verified and no acceptable goncralisation was arrived at.

9]

In spite of the difficultics, it w possible to establish
generalised clasgification and bhis was tested in two dif rerent
areas. In the first area near Lagun tovn, it was possible o
recognise (i) forcst arveas with dictinet +all trecs and a fon
visible palm trees, (1i) rforest spesc having a gencral level and
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nixed with tall palm trees, (iii) ilow forest areas mixed with
many palm trees. The ground checks carried out in the area and
verified in a few other arcas showed that the first twe groups
are inter-mixed with tree crops farms, It was alsc discoverca
that the iree crops occupy more land than Torcst arecas in most
cases. The low forest apeas mixed with palm trees were found
t0o be bush fallow.

The ares of predominately fisld crovs cultivatiocn in the

east, bthe north and the western sides werc alsc investlgated.

It was concluded after careful investigaticn that the areas which
appear dark were probably freshly cleared lands in 1943, This
conelusion was arrived at from the information givan by the
farmers and the Rescarch Pellow's knowledge of the cultivation
system in the arca. A pilcce of farm in the Qrta is cultivated

for about two years before cassava which is usually the last cron
is planted. MNature cassava crops werc fouﬂd on some of the farms
which appear dark in 1963%, This discovery coupled with the infor-
mation received from the farmers led to the conclusion that the

dark shade represcnts clearcd land at the time the shotogreaphs
were taken., Some arcas have dark shade with white satches and
such areas were discoversd to be new farns with young crops.

The irnterpretation of the srey whitish shade wag more

difficult sirce it could repressnt elthbr mature crop coverags
Cor grass Tallow, Field chservations, however rgvralbd that in
the caszc of grass fallows the greyish cr whitish shade was unifiorm
and complete. In the case of mature craps, hOWU«bL, a fow darx
vatches are, clearly visible., The deducticns were tested in tho
second area ncar Owobale village and they were Tound tc be
gpplicable, (Pigs. 2 and 3).

Conclusion

The purpose of the pilot survey is to teet the sultabillity
of the air photogrsph bechnigue in the land use survey under
Higeriasn condition, There are threc major conelderations in
deuorn+n1q5 the succazs or failurs of this technique with respsct
to the pilet survey znd theuw are (i) the length of time taken
on the survey, (1i) the cost of the survey and (ill) the apnlica-
LLLity of the classificsation arrived at to the whole arca,

It has been stated that the survey took approximately a week
with each of the field workers weorking approximately seven hours
& day. This means that the twenty-four Tield workers have spent
2 total of about 950 man-hourse (if Szturday which is half day is
sllowed) to map an ares which is approximatecly 100 sguare miics.
It should be remembered, however that the greatcr part of the
time was spent on arriving at & valid land use classification,
After a clasgsification has been arrived at, it is cstimated that
the mapping of the land use patterns of the forest land covering
over & thousand squarce miles should take less than 300 man-— hour.

The spproximate cost of the survey could be given as follows:
(The actual cost cannot be given beoeause the survey- by air photo-
graphs was associated with a cuestionaire survay.

(i} 25 prints of air photographs =t £ £100. 0. C
(ii) 2 students for 7 days at £30 per month 148, 0. ©
(4ii) Stationcry : | 2,0, 0
. C

Total £250,

Nevertheless, the cost could have been less, 1if field
workers who were not students had been employed. The Research
Fellow discovered that a Grade II iteacher could be employed at
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10 shillings por day instead of the one pound pald to a student,
It should also be nobed that the students were paid in full for
Saturday when they worked half day and for Sunday when no work:
vag done. The cost of olr photographs was very high becsusce fhe

vhctograchse had to be printed in Canada, Probably they could
have cost legs if they were printed in Nigeria, With all theso

considerations 1t coulid be deduced that the cost ol the survey
should have been legg than £200,

It was pointed out that the ideal olar for this pilot Survey
should have beern to fiy cir vhotographs to cover at least tne
gample units., This could have elimineted the l;mitaulons lnpozed
on the survey by the scale and the date of the air photographs

sed, In spite of the date and scale of the air photographs and
the poor quality of the enluarged coples, however, the survey has
established a few facts:-

-y

(1) That it is possible to map with somc degree of accuracy
the land use patterns frown photographs flown under

Wigerian condition,

(2) That it is difficult to differentiate trec crops fron
forest.

(3) That the arcas of ficld crops can be mapped and messursd
from aly photogrephs with sone certain doegrec of accuracy.

(lt) That the gensral patwern of land use changes vory slowly
within the forest arca,

The OluuSII]CuthP of land uszo Lyopes

of the nui cilows:- (1) Forest
Wlf@l with trec ps (cocon, kola, orang
(L) Bush fallow (%) daturc crop.

PRELININARY NOTES OF BRASSYORK OF SASTERE JTIGERIA

by ¥. I. Ekejiuba

[

During my ficeld worx in areas which, up to the end of
nincteenth century, came under Arce influcnce, I have cone across
some brass objechts, a few of whieh are similar to thosce described
by Robin Horton.t This article describes some of these objects
and collates some traditions of their origin. The similarity
of the brags objocts in the Dastern Nigeria hinterland to those
in the Delta may not be entirely fortuitous in view of ths
intimate link, through Aro traders, beitween the Delita people
and thosce of the hinterland,

Common among these brasgs objects arce bells of diffcrent
gsizes and shapes most of which were made locally, Thesce bells
arc of conslderable sigrnificance during the annual plites when

all Arc frecborn go to vay thoir homoge and cerform sacrificces

at the ancestral nouse of their leading hicro, ut Tgraakuma with
the Eze Otusi Officiating, As tney go up to the ancesiral house
Awads Akuma HNnubi - almost every clder carriecs with him a localdly
made iron gong-ogene consisting of twe bells, without clappers,
parallpl tc each other and connected by an unshsaped iron bar

which also serves as a handls, These elders are procecded by
boys many of whom carry bells of considerable welght, often an
inported ship's bell, strung over their shoulders by ‘w long strin

;
{

1. Robin Horton: "lNotce on recent Tinds of Bressvork in the
Miger Delta', Odv 2, 1, July 1965, p, 32.
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of cloth so6 that it hengs below their buttocks. Thus at every
step the boys take the bell rings without further effort on
their part. Such big bells are few and are collectively owned
by wards, Component families and compounds of a ward own and
carry emaller bells which are said to have becn cast loeally
by Abiriba sriths., The sound of the bells serve fo warn any
non-Amadi off the roszd during the Otusi cercmony at Ugwuakuma,

Thege bells are ordinarily kept at the shrine of the ances-
tors or at that of Inyamavia; a goddess responsible for success—
ful trading venturszes, whose representation is found in almost
every important Arc compound. One of these which I recovered
from a dilapidated ancesztral shrine and which I was allowed to
keep is & bell 8" high and about BY in diameter at the base, It
splays gently cutwards from top to basc, has a strap handie and
is encrusted with designs of concentric coills and herring-bone
patterns. Another bell of almost the samc deslgn was excavated
in one of the Arc settlements 20 miles north cost of Awka and
is to be found in the Depariment of Archacclegy, University of
Nigeria, Nsukka,

Arc traditions slso speak of Abiribs making bracelets,
ornaments and various objects with brass. Some of these cbjects
are products of simple bheating and twisting but a few others,
like the balls, show evidence of casting. Among the latter are
brass keys and rattles roughly finished which pecple wear sus-
pended on their wrists or ankles, An old swmeking pive had both
the bowl and stem embossed with bright mctal ornament with rude
but artistic carvings of animals. Ons bracelet had carvings of
tortoise on it while others have bands of simple ccils encrusted
on them. "King-size' manilas used especially for burial of
wealthy traders, said to have been cast and ermbellished with
figures of snakes, lizards, leopard and other animals by Ablriba
craftemen were dug up when the foundaticn of 2 houge was beling
laid at Ndiowu, an Aro scttlement. A murber off old staffs used
as walking sticks in Arochukwu have brass knobs and brass rings
fitted at intervals. The brass rings sre furthor embellished
with figurse of animals and reptiles, The staf? of the Eze Arc
consists of a carved wooden part about 3' long and with 6 inches
of brass ending up wWith o ¥nob., He says tne wood wos carved by
an Awka man while it was capped with brass by an Abiriba smith,
Of the objects made simply by beating and twisting of brass
rods are spiral arklets - nja -~ and banglcs which werc worn by
girls to mark the end of thelr puberty and their initiation
into womanhood,

Of considerable intercst is the insignia of office of one
of the Aro Chiefs, Eze Ibom, the “warrior Prince of the Ibom
Akpa", which is a brass sword. This sword has a long handle
and ‘a triangular blade, with the base of the triangle about 4"
wide, forming the tip of the sword., The handle of the sword
has spirals of brass encrusted on it. I have also come across
another sword with a roughly finished blade =zbout 18" long and
L inches wide at the widest part and made locally after some
swords imported irn large numbers in the last century. It is
part of the hoard at the Inyamavia shrinc. The sword was said’
to be the weapcn of the grand-father of the informant and was
said to have been made for him at Bende by his Abiriba friend.

The most interesting of the Arc brass objects are a replica
of a leopard and a crocodile, beautifulliy crnanented, which B
together with five other ivory and wood carvings of skulls of
dogs, leopard and human head make up the seven sacred cult
objects, collectively called Otusi, which are assoclated with
the shpine of the head of the Aro heroes and his ancestors.
The leopard and the crocodile are '"royal' totems while dogs
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are of particular significance to this ssction of the Avos whoe
arc said to have combined hunting with some agriculture in the
regilon from which they migrated to Arochukwu. The custodian iz
the high priest - Eze Otusi - who lives the life of a semi~hernit
and who in the Aro traditional systenm held the highest ritusl and
legislative powers., In keeping with Arc love fop secrecy, the
wheregbout of thoss cbjects is kKnown only to a very celect group
who are not only agnatically related to the herpo tut who must
live an ascetic life and obscrve rigidly the set of taboos asso-
ciated with the Otusi. Sacrifices arc offered to the Otusi by
the Hign Priest from time to time; but the mzjor sacrifice takes
place once a year. At this time z2ll freeborn, Anadi, from all
sectione of the Arochukwu go up to the ancestral house to pay
their homage to the hero and his ancesters. Even on this vcea—
gion thesc cult objecsts are never brought out; rother less sacered
objects are sacrificed to.

It is in the prescence of tilcse lesz sacred objects at the
ancestral house thal the Aro renew the history of the foundations
of their town of Arochuksu. Here they also assert and prove
their claims tc various titles of birth,

There is happily some corvoborution betwesr LArc traditions
as to where these brass chjects came {rom and the scanty doecu~-
nentary record on the subject. It is portinent to cuote some of
the references here. The earlicst reference o brass work in
Eastern Wigeria iz that oy Balkie. He described the Arc people
as "ekilful arvtisans who marufacturc swords, bells, metallic
ocrnamonts, specimens of all of which I have seca and can thepe—
Tore testify to their being very neatly finished?, Jow thers
is no reference in Aro ftradition to Aro ithe, brass workers
or other craftsmen znd we can disniss the ides that the objects
Baikie referred to were made by the Aro. T ¥ere carrisrs
of articles of trade, both local and import: d1id not make
any of these. HMorce illuminating is= the re in the azccount
of A. G. Lecnard snd P, 3, Jares of their Journey in 1896 fron
Opocbo to Bende. Leonard wrote- 7So fur ae we had come,. the
people ..., seemed to be well under the control o their chiefs
vho when they require silence ..., send round a hoerald with a
tom-tom ..., of various kinds, from o wooden drunm tc a Brummagem
handbell. One curicus snecimen of the Brummagen bell was composed
of a piece of hollow metal, richly crnamented, that had been made
in Abiriba, a town in the interior beyond Sends whose inhabitants
consist of nothing but black soiths who deo all the work in brass
and iron for a very great distance around. Since we had started
I had noticed severzl instances of their handicraft in brass
Keys,sss in rings of brass and stezl,... also in long sticks to
which are fitted hrass rings at intervals of four Lo six inches
apart - sticks that seem to be greatly in vogue in all the towns
through which we have passed. There are also smoking pives....
the bowl and stem.... is cmbossed with bright britannia metal
carved rudely but artistically on 2 zystematic degign that I am
told was also made at Abiriba,.!'2

The above quotation which is corroborated by aeveral
accounts of various missionarics of the United Presbyteria
Church from 1852 to 1918 gives conclusive cvidence and agrees
with the Avo tradition that most of the Bastern Nizeria brass

1. W, B. Baikic - Harrative of an Exploring Voyege London
1854, ». 310. ‘

2, Major A, C.
Journal of the
The observation S
North Weast of Ab:a.

rarda, ‘NMoetes on a journcy te Bende' The

anchester Geog, Scc. Vol. 14, 1698, p, 196,
s made at Umicpara, o town ten miles
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work - cult objects, personal ornamsnts ctae,
Abiriba smiths, Thosc cojucts iv vrass like

mnade by
made ¢ wocd

and iron wore not neoe cduced but were cast 4o sopeciTication
on order from ind: CrOEPOIs T individucls, Abiriba
-+ ey T .

smitns 1ike thoir :
villages of Dastorn Figoria 111 the ninctecnth
century., The largest clustor of 4Abiribs ithe in the zincteenth
century hovover, To e soor at the monthly faipe and inter-
group markets of the hinterland of which there were = number
during this poricd., Thuse flourished under the potronage of Aro
traders who supplicd the ccoromic instay of the markcts-seaborne
marufactured goods and slavos among others., The most notable of
these fairs up 111 1896 was Bende, a bilg slave nart, the commer-
cial emporium of Bastern Migeris and a flourishing industrial
centre, HEven in 1910 Deods notod that reople came to the Ugzuskoli
Tair - which had, from 1897 wresbod from Rende its former import-
ance - from as far west as Onitsha, as far north as Jgurugu and
Lkpoto and as far south ag Bonny. Apsrt from the Aro specialist
trading groups there were Ywood carvers from AWEa who carved
several items of houscheold and ritual furniture; blacksmiths frou
Awka, Abiriba, Nkwerre who repalred guns and uscd local deposits
and iron imported in the forr -Ff bops ard rods %o make guns and
other iron implemcnts; ivory workers in skin; ccpper and brass
workers who work with brass apd copper rods malking bells, bangles
and anklete". The Arc traders brought, among others, trade geods
"head-loads of iron bars, coppcf and brass rodeg for sale to the
blacksmiths ard brass workers',

ore Lo bo in many

8ir Ralph Moor in his roport on Trade and Surrency in
Zastern Nigeria confirmed that manillas, copper and brass rods,
which up $il11 the first decade of tho oresent century were widely
used as currcncy, "had other cconomic valucs for +he naenufachures
of brass_ornanents and objoets and for usc ne apunition and
weapon', He was confidont that if further lmportation of theseo
currencies was prchivited and new colnage introduccd, what was
left of the old currency would soon be used un by bHross workers.
It would appear that these currcncics wepe the chicf if not the
orly source of raw materizl Tor the brass workers, Manillas,
bréss and copper rods wore imporied ir larpge o titices up till
the end of the nineteenth conturics =né worc the brade currency
in the Eastern pert of EBastovrn Figeria in the 51d Donny and
Calabar hinterlands,

The only reforciace to

2oor deposlts T have come acrogss
is that by Rattray, who 1 sd the covser doposits in the
Afikvo arca but said they s not worked by the nstives., In
addition to brass rode, nany brass objoets wora inported,
during the centurics of Treng-Atlantic trade in which the Aro
actlively participatced. Theose inportcd brass aobjects consisted
largely of “little brass bells’ snd bagins. SOven now brass
and pewter basins of dAiffoerent ages, sizes and shapes may be
seen In many old Aro houses. Some of these basing have been

l. A, J. Fox Uzuakeli, A short History #Notes on Larly Days'
by Rev. F. W, Dodds, (QUP, 1964), p. 9.

2. Dr. Rattaray: Unitecd Proshyterian Missicnary Rocord
"Visit to Edda", May 1899, p. S81.

3. Co. 520/12, Moor toc F.O0. 7th July, 1901,

L, Mary Kingslcy: West African Studics, (London 1899), p. 356,




- 15 -

Tfurther decorated locally by meanhs of large hneaded rails and
stones uscd to hammer fantastic designs on them, o hobby which
Efik women speciolized in.

It is clear from the above that wany of the brass objcets
in the Eastcrn part of Bastorn Migeria were msde by Abiriba
craftemen using mostly brass importzd in the forir of brass rods,
copper rods and manillas, In vicw of the long trade 1link bet—
ween the Delta and the hinterland it might be fruitful to look
to this source for the origin of some of the Delta brass
objects, Furthcr cnguiry among the Abiriba pcople may reveal
for instance the method used for casting thoe objects, other
sources of raw material if any, and what is left of the brass
workers,

1. Thc writer has already started making these inguiries.
A morce detalled paper on Brasswork of Bastern Nigeria
will be published at a lator date.



INSTITUTE NEWS

LECTURSS, SELIVARS, CONFERINCES

LECTURES

In its effortz o Lneourage African studics in the Unlversity,
the Institute crganisod and sponsored the following publice lectupoc:
during the second and thirad terms of this scaelon,

African Studies in Gormany Today

Professor Eikc Haberland, Director, Tnstitutc of Ethnology,
University of Mainz, Germany.

Part of the text of this lecturc which wos delivered on 3lst
Cctober 1966 is reproduced on page 35 of this issuc. ’

Admission Policies and Practices in Nigerian and American
Universities (26.1.67)

Mr, Max B, Rosselot, Reglstrar and Associate Profcasor, Miami
University, Ohio, U.S.A.

Muslim Bducation In West Africa (15.3,67)
Dr. Humphrey Fisher, S048, London.

Radio Carbon dates from Nigeria (2h,2.67)
Professor Thurstarn Shaw, Professor of Archacology, University of
Ibadan.

Excavations at Afikno 1966 (3.3.67)

Professor Donald Hartle, Professor of Archacology, University of
Nigeris, Nsukka,-

Archacological Wori in Rornu 1965-1965 (21.4.67)
Mr. Graham Connsal, Resecarch Fellow, Institute of African Studies,
University of Ibadan.

SEMINARS

The Institute, in collaboration with the Department of
History organised 2 jeint stafT and postgradusate seminar or
Non-written sources Trom Wigerian History. Toovics discussed are:

1. Inferring from Artifacts tc veople
Profeseor Thurstan Shaw, Institutec of African Studics,

2. Linguistic Evidencc in Hiétorioal Keconstruction
Professor Robert armstrong, Institutc of Afrvican Studics.

3. From Village to City-State in the Niger Delta
Robin Horton, Esq,, Inctitutc of Afoiont Studics,

L. Oral Tradition and Chronology in the Higer Delta
Dr. E. J, Alagoa, institutc of Afprican Studiegc.

5. Some Problems in the Historical uses of Oral Tradition
Dr. Ruth V¥urray, Department of Scciology.

6. Qral Tradition and Lhe Higtory of Igala
Dr. J, Boston, Department of Soclology,

7. QOral Trsdition as a Supplenent to Documentary Evidence:
Yoruba and Dahoney
Dr. A. Akxinjogbin, Institutc of African Studies,
University of Ifc,
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cign Art History

his !Jlllawu, Esq., Institute of African Studies,
Un¢v srsity of Lagos,

In corjunction with the Deparion of Higtory and Arabic
and Islamic Studies, the Institutc red the viaslt of Dr.
Jamil Abun-¥asr to Jlgurxs. Dr. AHUﬁ“};. who 1is n Research
Pellow at the Institule of African Stud ies, Fourah Bay College
Slprra Leone, concucted a 3-day sominar for 2nd and 3rd year

lstory Honcurs students on the gencrsl theme of Religion and
POllthu in Lowth Africa, Spceific topics dizcusscd were:

l. Religious herusy as an expression of Jerber national
sentiment: Donatlsm and Kharijisn in the kaghrib.

2, gulism and the Lawv in the Maghrib, wiith speocial
reference to the politicul role played by the sSufi
orders during the colonial period.

4. Islamic fundamentalism and Moghriban naLquLLls“.

CONFERENCARS

The Institute played host to the Sccond Cornfercnce of West
African Archacologiste which was hold from 8-10 JuIC ?907 at th
University of Ibodsn, 4 number cf topics were dis sed includ
ing that of the neccssity for 2 groater undOPQuﬂnd¢ﬂg among
individuale involved in z ssientific advancemcnt. A large part
of the conference wos given to the dubutlon of SLuLdanl“lﬂg
Archacological terminclogy Revorts were slso givern on proesent
Archacological rescarch in Higuria9 Ghana and the Republic of
Niger,

Biztecn representatives atbtonded Crom ¥igoria, zhana, thc
Republic of Higer, Canada snd the Imited Statoo

[

sions will appcar in the noext issuc of the West African Archaco-
logical Newslettor.

Full rcpeort of tho confervcnce and o summary of the discus~

SEVENTI WEST AFRICAN LANGUAGBES CONGRESS

The Beventh West African Languages Congress mot fron Mareh
26th - April lst at the University of Lagos and was attended by
over 70 Linguists from Africa, the United States and Europc.
"The Profcesor of Linguistics rcad il p per on Yoala (Ikom), A
Terpacocd-Level Loanguage with Thr Tornes and distributed
precliminary copies of a com PdthC btud" of"Five Igbo Dialccts,
e Iestitute assisted thoe Congr se in other ways, including
nimecgravhing of Congress Working Papers, notably the paper of
tre Beruc—Congo Working Group. The Professor of Linguistics
was re-clected to the Council of the West African Linguistics
Jocilety.




SPECIAL LRTIGCLES

1GALSA POLITICAL ORGANISATION - by John S. Boston

As the map acccmgan'lig this paper

Vi, the Igola live

near the confluence ol the river Migoer ond the river Ponuo and
occupy a strataogic ponitAUM in relation to both rivers., Histori-

cally the Higer is wmoere isporiont in the history of the kingdom
than the Benue, The Igela capital, Idah, has beown an irportant
trading centre on the Higur for nany coenturico, and the Igola
have dominated thoir own szction of the river from below thc
confluence, I tne BVQLU cn the other hand the Igala have not
been very active, and tholr soitlenents do not quitc reach the
south bank of the river. Today the Igale nunber about L70,000:
the population is distributed fairly cvenly throughout the
kingdom with concentrations around Iuan in the scuth-west and
around Ankps in the north-cast,

The names of surrounding peorzlos-on the map are those of
groups with whom the Igsle have had inportant rclationships in
the past, and thisz list shows that the Igala have a wide range
of contacts, as onc would ¢xpect from their centrel position,
Culturally the most significant of thosc oxternal rélztionships
is the link with the Yoruba., Therc is no direct contact betweon
the Tgala and the Yoruba today tocouse they are scparated by the
river Nigor and by the scttlemonts of the Igbirra, But linguistic
and other cultural evidence sugsrosts thoet the Igaln and the Yoruba
arc descended from a common stock., Trofoessor Armstrong nhas com=
pared thoe twoe languagcs using o baeic wordlist Hf about cone
hundred words, And he finde that ub\ut 60 per cent of Igals end
Yoruba words are cognotce, whichk is 2 high vercountage for this
kind of comparison. The affinity buuwccn the Igalw and the Yorubo
appears in political crganisaticn as well sz in other sceial
institutions, The Igsls, like the Yorubo, have a2 system of sacrod
kingship and horcditary political offices. Succossion 4o office
1s controllied by a eeotating systen of succcssion in which the
mazjor branches of 2 dezcent group hold office ir turn.

One could ecxpoct to find other cultural influcnces on the
Igala system of goverrmmert sines the Igula have at different
times becn connected politi CillJ with Benin arvl also with the
Jukun empire, But Benin and Jukun influences on tho gystem of
kingship are not =o obvicuas as the conncetion rith thoe Yoruba
system. Be that of ths throe moin phases in tho dovelopment of
igala kingship, the periceds of certact with th: Yoruba, the Bini
and the Jukun, we must rogard the Yorubua phasc as veling the oldest
and at the same time the wost dmportant. T stress the linguistic
and institutional evidence Tor reloating Igala kingehip with the
Yoruba system of sacred monarchy because of the confusion that
has been created by misinterprctation of Tgala cral tradition.
The Igala usc a highly condenscd dynastic genenlogy which spans
only six gencraticne in ite main oard. And povular Tgala history
traces the beginning of the Eingdom to the poriod whon the Igala
rejected Jukun suzerainty and sct up on thoir own, Bub Tgala
oral tradition is concerncd as much with the political division
of the dynzsty into four major branchos as it iz with history.
And it ie o mistake to think that one can reconctruct the exact
scquence of events in the past from o highly spocinliscd dynastic
nodel in which chronclogicsl featurcs arc subordineto to political
function.

The Igala, like wmost of the Yoruba, arc & pitrilineal pvecple,
They trace descent in the male line and ovhen 2 nan dics they
allocate the property, political officus ard othoer positiocns of
authority thot he hceld to hi@ patrikin, Patrilincel desceont
defines threc inportant social groupings g, the cxtcnded family,
the lineagec and the cloan, and we will we dealing with the last
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Ltically dimportant. AlL tarce are
in Igala nro compoaratively ehallow in

t1 three or four goncrations deep
4o th of coven or sizht goncra-
.

ructursl diviziors of g clan, and
up of lincages thot fokees 1% in
cooand other rights trat bolong
in which Igala clans subdivide is
72y in which Gaeont grouss subdivide
greatary aystom of descert.  The b, for cxample,
tem of lintages in which cach lincag: dividcs into
sgual parte that arc defined by tho principle of
contraposition., n ho Tho system the parts aec not significant
on their cwn but net in cppozsition to one arothcr, like two
teams or a foothall vield.,  In thoe Igala system, on the other
hand, the sognents of the descent group arc not constantly in
interacticon with omne ancthcr. The authority of the clan iz not
Tragmentced amongss b different branchcs, but held indivisibly

b

rent rom the

by them “n rotobtion.,  An Igala lincage is cither in officc or
cut of off'ice, anc when it is out of office i1t has no right to
interfore in the sunning of the elan's affairs.  This is
characteristic also of the Yerubs system.

This differornt anproach te tho ransgenent of clan property
tics up with the Tact that clans are dispereed in Tgala, and not
localiscd ag linec;cs arc among the Tho, Each clan in Igala is

lized in the sensc thaot it hoas its owr territory whoere it
ig politically dominart. PBut the merbzrs of the clan are widely
dispersed. aAnd the segmente of the clan only bocone involved as
corcorate groups i tho ranagement of their ter,itory when it ig
thelr turn to hold off'ice,

Igals clons wany greatly in gize ong scale, ranging from
clans with o Lembeeship of only twonty or thirty porsons to the
royal clan which has o mombershin of over 50,000 purscens., This
variation in sizc is corrclated with political furction: +the
larger clans are “hos: whose heads form the polivical clite,
whilst the smaller clang play a comparatively uniryertant part

as groups in charge of local districts. Aes 3 result of their
breponderance in numbhers thoe royal and other aristocratic clang
blay an imvortant part ir coordinsting and centrallsing govern-
ment activities., The spaller clans in the oubtlying dictricts

arc atteched to sristocratic elans by links of kinchip and
marriage, And those kinship links provide an cxtroncly import-
ant channel of conmriication botween the centr. and the out~
lying areas, The division ints patriclans is cdificd by the
existence of nefworks of Einship tice so that cach Dranch of the
royal clan and of tho sthep aristocratic clans forns the cecntre
of a field of cegnatic kinship relations. The rolitical struct-
ure is based on a systom of divisions into patriclars and patri-
lincages, But the vasrilineal descent groups arce intorconnccted
by cognatic kinship tics in Suvae a way that the najor descent
groups have 3 cognatic fringe of satellite lincages and clans,
There are two torms in Tgala for the descendants of o founding
ancecstor.  The word glopu describes the clan or lineoge as an
agnatic group, composcd of =11 the descendants of the founder
“nothe malc line, The second terr sju, describos the grouping
which is inportant in rany sccial and politicsl eontexts where
the descent group scte together with the children of its female
menmbers and with othor cognatic rolatives,

Polivicael off: in igals are associated witn titlce which
may be either hereditary or non-hercditary, The great najority
of titles apc heroditary and are vested in Patricluns, The non-
hercditary titles aroe Lele by officials in spocisl positions
such as sunuchs, slaves, and palace officisls. Title holders




, Wnia,
+ YORUBA ‘

IGBIRA { L. IDOMA JUKUN

O 20 40 60 Miles
i : H

Scaie:tinch= 27-62 miies

e

¥ Onitsha




- 20 -

rorm a privileged ¢lite with the right to represcent the intorcet:s
of a descent group and or a group of villages in government.

They have the right to collcet tribute from the arco which thory
represent in addition to the right to be pgrectod by a speclicl
name and to wear peads znd use other title r c Titles arc
arranged hicrarchically, in that cver; hﬁrl_ ig confer—
red by a suscrior titlo—huldcr But tau hicrarcay ie & simple
one because most of the titlos are - e b" the and frow
some points of view the nicrarchy co < dichotomy
betwsen thce king and the other $itle he

CG BOTEGE

o

Titles In ITgala arc groupcd in cla » gccording to their
funciions and clan sgsociations. To Acceribe those classes I
distinguish botwoon contral and lacal fﬁVu_Ihthy cnd will
analyse the divielorn o funciticons in the syston of contbrol
government boforc golng on to conzider the contrivution that
office holders maokc at the loeal lovel ©o the systern of governmoent.

The first and most important group of titles in contral
goyernment 1ls thot held by menbors of tho royal elan, who aorc
calicd collectively the amomnta, children of the king. This groap
can be subcivided into o yumbor of titles hold at the centra,
titles which are hercditary within the ruling house, and 2 sccond
category of titles that are held by othur royal subelans locatod
in diffurent parts of the kingdonm away fron the capital.

The ruling housc at Idsh posscsses about cirrtecn hereditory
titles, including the kingship and all tqy posis ¢f chiaf

councillors, All those offices rotato through the four nejor
7J.mag;m that make up the raling subclan ot Idsh, The kingship
is inherited by the cldest turviving son of the last king to
hold office in coch lincop:s The other scventoon office holders
g i w%clf Trom smonget the nembers of
his own major lin@, Fofore T ge on to deeseribe this syston
of appointrent, I want o ohagloe the fact thet whoen the king
dies a whole lincage gooo oul of office - it iz not simply a
question of a change of ralor but of 2 complols charge in the
governing council, When the king ddes the royzl councillors
wore traditicnally allowed 1o L thelr boode of offleo and to
retain the personal rank that wert with thic sopalia,  But thoy
went oul of ceffice az counciliors, and in fact the whole lineage
of ths dead king wosg f@TmuTLV cxpected to vacoto thoe caplital in
order to make room for thoe lincage of the incoering Fing., Anyornc
who disrcgarded this ruic and stayed dehind was 1iabls to have
his wives confiscated and his property pillaged. This system of
rotating the principal titled offices =till ovtains today, but
without the corollary of a physical move from the capital,  The
carly District OfTficure ot Idah found that Hative Authority
appointments tended to be brought inte this syster of rotation
s8¢ that there was 2o tendeney vhen o new Xing was appointed for
N,A. officials appointcd in the previous ruign to be terninoted
50 that the king's relatives could bo given posts This wag
also checkad,

Coming back to the system of appointment tn these pests,
therc 1s a tendency for easch major lincage within the ruling
housc to subdividc inte branches, and for cach of the branches
to regard itself as the hereditary owncr of o particular title.
But the king can i hc wishes disrcegard this asscciztion betwoon
descent lincs and particular titlos, and award then to the
candidate of his cholce, And once of the king's major concorns
iz with the position of his own close relatives, brothers by the
same fathor, and the grandsons of previous kinege., In vractico
the king tends to averd sbout half of the titles evailable to
his own siblings and othor close relaotives in the samc gonera-
ticn and to distribute the renaining half amongst collatoral
lincs,
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Wost, but not =211, of the roval title-holders had oribute
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groupings in the army organisation voro
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The royal counc' ke procudencs cver all other
clagses of titlo-hold i and usually stitend the ting
in a body, thn,+kn 17n9 ooy to perdorn annual ritusls for
example, his titled i it Tor nim in a grouwn, and are the
first to greet him aiter {(hoe ritual ctage of the fastival has
been completed., When the King =ite down in oublic the royal
chicf stond round him and hold up their gowns to zeresn the

king's movements, so that he will alvays sppear dignified and -
ualm in public.

Apart from the dictinetion of five serior chiofs within
the council there was no fornsl ranking of cfiice and littlc
speelalisation of dutics. The king was free 10 boxe advice
from any merber and could clovabe any oW the councillors in
status by meking him his confidant., When colonial government
was Tirst cstablished in Tgala the authoritics trisd to intpo-
duce order into the council by giving thu COUnNG illore ppecific
duties., But this cxnoriment foilcd begos the councillors
could not be mode to belicve thot thoy we fully ‘1 charge of
& department. The counciliors feondod Wil Tor She King to
take the initiative befere cnrrying Wﬂ“ty nd thoy
referrcd so many dccisiorns & i ) cowork of dindividuol
departments became bogeed don traditionsd council wan




a coremonial sibling group, and this iccal was opposed to the
notion of specialisgation ard delegation of funcitlons ithin
the council,
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Returning to Idah agein vhe officos held by v

e king s
relatives are cpposed ae o clase to various groupe of hereditary
non—royal titles which arc kno collectively as lpoia “itles,
ofe Tgala., The roynl clan is traditiconally regardod as an
immlgrant group in the Ignis state and Shis mekes id poselible

te oppose non-royal to royal elements in government by the
dichotomy Igala/non-Igals., The non-roval titlos iuclude oo
groups of offfces which are held by the kingmekers on the one
hand and by the tovn chicfs on the other. The Eingmalkors cceuny
two guarters of the tovn situcied near to tho whilst tho
towr chiefs are concentratod mzinly noar the o de o milc

or =0 away frow thoe nalaoo,
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The kin

i Tgals are tne titled ho
about elevon clong, which includes o nucleus
the Igala Mels or 1w Lg
repregents the descendand
vho arc supposed to huve
dynasty. The ig:s i
o1 gense, But TG
by another clen of norc r.o :
of Ackadu, Tho Achodu iz tho ofle
as a corporate Dody, ropre ;
Torming most of 21
participation in contr:
Achadu is tho st 1o
the Ling. The Achodu n
carital and makcs 2300 bo o number of
titles which arc Lo by his coarn o clansmon, T
the head of a lsrge and soverful clan, vhich
stronger than the Igela licla and the other ki
combined. The Achadu's cian is digtribubed ir arc
through the eastern districts of the o igdon, wnd chrough hic
clansmen the Achadu conbrols an ares cguivalent in size to a
large province, He is also responeible for relatiors with the
Ibo living in the neighbourhood of Hgukke, whe usged to come
within the Tgals sphere of politiesl influcnce. 4nd s
ticns from this arca concerning dand or title zescs vies
Torwarded to the court 2ot Idah througn the Achadu. T
did not advise *the Fing on the conduct of day o day busincss.
But he had to be consulted on najor issuce such as the doeiet
to go to wer. And the Achadu’s cffice was perpetually countar
poised te that of the king, providing = focus T r snnoslition,
and threatening to turn tho bolance of elan loveltics againzt
the king if he beeorme unpopular,
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The kingmakerz' dutics in government conec first the
succession, and secondly the ritunl of the national carth enltb.
Vhen the king dics the kingm L ot the Achadu's court
to cleet a successcr, nnd vhen they have nade their choice the
Achadu summons the new ruler to Idan. The hoir eloet takes on
the status of Adckoinya and goce to 1ive in the Achodu's
compound for several nmonths whilst sreparations arc being nade
for the burisl ceremcnics of the dcad Ata. During the Adokainya
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period the Achsdu asserts his authority over the king by flogsing
him and discipling him, The subecrdinaticn of the king to the
Achadu is also ciupressed in the idea that the king becomes the
Achadu's wife during this period, Similarly in the instellation
rituals some of the cther kingmalkers asssert their autheriiy over
the Wing by agsuming the role of his father and mother,

when the xingmakers weet to chocse o new king they take ints
account the personal gualities of the candidates as well ag their
relative senilority. Thers are legends which rocord the cholce of
g junior son of a previcus king becsuse the elder aon was not
versgonally so well qualified, And one of theso lezends says that
an helr clect was once driven sway during the Adckainya period
because he proved to be an unsuitable candidate for the throne.
At the same time one of the decisive factors in the choice of =
king was the degree of support that the king commanded within ths
royal lineage and amongst thc people living in the outlying
districts The kingmakers had to assess the relative strength of
the folloving of cach cardidate. And herc again there is a legend
which relates how the 4Achadu’s hand was once forced in appointing
the King by = rejected candidate who marched on Idah with an armec
following and threatcened to xill the Achadu if ne was not made
Adokainya.

The kingmakers' powers over the successiorn included the right
tu depose a king who became unvonular or who governed unjustly.
Deposition in Igala is synonymous with arrenging Lor the king to
die since it is regarded as lumpossible for a new king to be
ordained whilst an earlicr king is still livirg. There is only
one instance in Igala tradition of a king heing put to death, and
that concerns an Ata called Bkallaga who was rurdered as the
result of a conspiracy between one of the royal lincages, the
palace suruche, and the kingmakersz. 8Some accounts of this assa
sination say that the ¥Xing ruled cppressively and quarrclled wi
the Achadu, Cther accounts, =znd tnis is tho gonerally accepted
version, say that the king lived toc long through the possession
of powerful medicines which prclonged his lifo, FHis long reigrn
blockesd the path to office ¢of the lireage in line Tor the succos—
sion, and aroused the hostility of all those who wore waiting
for his death to succeed to the kingshin and to the offices of
councillops. The kingmekers gave their consent to the marder, anc
the king was duly put to death by a form of suffccation., Whatevoer
the reason for naking the change, this legend shoss the acceptance
by would be revelutionaries in Igala of the principle that the
kingmaksre hold the Tinal right to install the king and that therc
is no way of bypassing them in the proccdurc of appointment, I
should add that the king had a reciprocal right to depose chilefs,
even important chiefs like the Achadu.
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The second main way in which the kingmakers asscrt their
authority in government is by their rosponsibility for an earth
shrine, erane, which is loceted beiween the two quartsrs occupied
by the kingmskers. This shrine is important in the installation
ritual, since one of the king's first ritusl acts after being
invested with the insignis of office is tc go in the company of
the Achadu to grane and to make offeorings there for the welfare
of the whole kingdom, There is alsoc (or rather was, since the
festival has now been abolished) an annual festival centring on
the earth shrine at which the Zing repested his cfiering to ELAIE
whilst the Achadu vrayed that the king'e 1life might be spared and
that there might be peace and prosperity in the wvhele kingdom,
The grane festivals ie one of two principal royal icstivals, tho
other one centired on the king's zncestors and concorrned the
prosperity of the royael clarn rather than the wolfare of the
kingdom as a territorial group.




offices in central goverrment, col
takern by the town cr watcerside chiefs., The
tne kingmakers, are the heads of difreront cla

v chiefs, liko
~, ©ach clisn

pessessing 1tes own title vhich is confe Theso
clans are about the 2 size Individually as Mela

clans, grcbably containing o few hundred members cach, Thelr
members live slither in Idah or ir villages dieperssd through
the riverain districts of the kingdon,

The town chicfe unlike the kingmakers have no corporate
organisation and zre only united as a hedy on cereanonial occa~
sions. The king deale with the town chelfs individually, anc
they have no leader to reprocscnt thewr in the vay that ths king-~
makers are represented by the Achadu. Thelr functions are
correspondingly diverse, ranging from purely ritual duties to
admninistrative dutics connected with control cof trade on the
river Niger. The town chiefs include the king's diviner, the
keeper of the royal burial ground and obher priests, They also
include chiefe responsible for all strangers on the river, for
croviding the king with rviver transport and for collecting
tribute from the villages on the river banks., The administrative
duties of the town chiefs give an impression of duplication and
overlapping, Thus one findés at leesst two chief's claiming to have
cxclusive jurisdicticn over sll trade on the river Higer., This
partly reflects competition amongst the riverain clans for power
and influencs. It aigo reflects the rotating system of successicn
in the ruling house. Each of the riverain clans has its own trodi-
tional ally amongst the differcnt lineages of tae royal house, and
the political fortunes of the riverszin clans folloved these of the
royal lineagss closely. These political iirks wers sealed by
narriages and mezintained as kinship networks, sc that the cbliga-
tions of the piverain chiefs to the king verc o sono oxtent
cxpressed in a kinship idiom,

The town chiefs had little influence colleciively on the
formation c¢f royal policy. But they were important in the pericd
of the interregnun vher cach candidate for the throne was trying
to build up populsr support. The xing could choose his confidants
Trom among the riverain chiefs, In =dditinsn some of the other
town chiefs were individually in a strong position to forward the
interests of a particular political faction., The Ling's diviner
was able to influence policy for ilnstance +throagh his manipula-
tion of the Ifa oracle which was consulted before any major
decisions were put into effect. Another pricst, the Atebo, who
was responsible for a cult of the carly royval ancoestors had
ritual authority over the king and was pernittcd to reprimand
the Xing in public.

I have mentioned already three groups of rpocintive title-
holders at Idah, the eunuchs, =laves, and palace roiainers or
clients, It is important in considering these non-hercditary
Titles to know that the eunuchs were incomparably the most
dowerful of these three grouvs and that their irfluence at court
in fact rivalled that of the royal councillors. Tie sunuchs Were
ir charge of the sctual buildings in the palace and maintained
the vhysical structure of the palace compound, They guarded the
king's person and slso controlled access to the king, which are
two important privileges in a system of royal government. This
vrerogative of attendance on the king weag such an cxclusive one
that when the morning ancestral ritusls were being porformed zll
other title-holders with the exception of a few clients were
excluded,

The ecunuchs also played an important part in the administra-
tion of the kingdom by serving as intermediaries between the heads
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of the outlyirg districts and the kKing, Each sunuch was ohicgha
or mediator to = rumber of district heads and conducted ail their
business with the kinz. When, for example, a district headship
Tell vacant and a new title-holder had to be appointed the
candidates for the poest vrecented theip caze tarovgh the ohieghs,
and when one of them was finally appointed the ri%es of installa-
tion and investitur: were capried out under the supzrvision of
the eunuch in chazge of the title, Similarly court cases and
other business affecsing the districts were Presented at court
through one of +hao eunuchs, and iribute that vas not forwarded
through one of the royal councilleors wes forwerded thrcugh the
appropriate ohiggna,

The eunuchs wer: exeluded from the king's council, and in
prineciple played no nart in the formation of policy decisions.
But behind the scsnes they wiclded great influence over the king
and formed one of the most powerful pressure groups in the
political system. The king depended on the evnuchs especlially
for aontinuity in governrent snd for professicnal expertise in
the Menagement of the administrative machine, The eunuchs were
the owly officials close to the government whe survived the
change' of office helders that accompanied the appointment of =
new king. And they provided the link with the outlying districts
that was cesential to the maintcnance of an efl'setive administra-
tion, When the king died the cunuchs book charge of the royal
regalia and of the royal cults and assisted +the senior royal
councillors to carcy on the work of gevernment, Many of the
arrangements for the royal funeral and accessicn ceremonics were
in their hands, anl this clearly defined their positicn in
government before the king took office. But it also seems to
have been the policy of the Igala kings to incroase the power
of the eunuchs. Unlike the othor title-nclders, who were
strongly attached to sheir own lineages and kinship groups, the
euruchs’ chief loyalts was ic the king, and they provided the
king with an zpproach to a professional civil service. One of
the chief ecunuchs for instance, with the title of Ogbe could
deputise for the ting in the court at ldanh, ard give judgements
in the king's name 21 the king did not wish tco attznd in person,
Perhaps the most inportant aspcete of the eunuchs ocsition are
first, that they wer: outside the kinship oysten, secoad they
provided continuity of adninistration in o rotating system of
succession. And thiedly they werc permanently devnendant upon
the Ata for favour and position.

In general the eunuchs poscessed high rark in the title
system at Idah and wore given great respect. The kKing allowed
them to award ninor titles to their own followers, and each
cunuch's compound became the nucleus of minor network of power
relationships cxtending outwards from the court. The only other
title-holders in the Igsala system, apart from the king, who
awarded titles to their foll . s were a1l chiefs of the first
rank, such as the fchodu and the heads of the provinccs. And
We can see from this prerogative the extent o which the king
depended on the curuchs for the efficient admirvistration of
his kingdon,

Slaves played a wuch less important part in the palace at
Idah than the King's cunuchs, and had no clearly d=fined role
in central government. The kirg employed ‘skave:z as mesgengers,
to manage farms for hom in the bush and to undcrtake trading
enterprises. But thewv did not help to formulate policy, and
neither 4did they perforn any regular asdministrative duties,
There was only onc or perhaps two slave titles, and had no
right to award tillcs vo their own Teliowers, Slaves readily
assimilated,
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The third groupr of non-hereditary titles is covered by the
Igala term sdibo, which I translate as palace retainers cor
clients. An edibo was a person whe took a personal cath of
loyalty to the king and who gave the kKing certain scervices in
return for royal rrotection., An edibo was expected to make the
king gifte of produce from tinme to time and alsc to attend the
court during the »oyol festivals., I the palace bulldings
needed repairing the Xing could call on the scrvices cf the
edibo to work under “he directicn of the eunuchs, and if the
king went to war the sgdibo cculd be called upcn Lo serve, In
return for these scrvices the gdibe received the king's protec—
tion and imomunity from local jurisdiction, A case against an
edibo had to be token vc the Zing and could nct be pursusd in
& local court. Similurly the edibg were exempt from local
taxation since thzy paid a personal tribute direct to the king
and gave him other services in addition.

Cilientship never hecame as important in the Igala kingdom
as in some of the Ceniral African monarchies. Clisntage was by
no means universal in Igals and the proportion of the populaticon
who were edibe secms to have been rather small. The king's
edibo did not hold =z wepry hLi.. _tatus, and had cnly two titles
in the chieftaincy sy:tem, 4lthough the edibc attended the king
at the great festival: and on other occasions they did not
develop any fornm o7 corporate orgarisation, They hod no meeting
place of their cwn. no distinctive names for members of the
association and no emslems of unity. One of ths Tfactors weaken-
ing clientage in Igal. was the tendeney for clisntship and
kinship to overlap. On the whole clientship is strongest in
Africa where it cuis aeross kirnship ties. But among the Igala
¢lients were frequently also kinsmen of the royal house, And
the kinship tiesg ketween the kirg and his clients functioned to
strengthen thc politisal tic in some reigne and to weaken it in
others, Each branca of the raling house had its own clients
and favoured thes. Ao lig 1os tenuroe of office rather than the
clients of the former king.

From this ouilliw of the dilfercent coffices that made up
the central goverame:d, I want to go on to local government to
shew how the king hzd his commands put into effect and how the
intercsts of the outiring districts were cxpresscd and trans—
mitted to the centre., lozal sovernment wag baszced 2n the
division of the kingiom ‘nto districts or 'landz' (ane) as they
are called literatly “n Igaia, A typical district comprises a
small group of hamlews aand villagen clustered cround a central
village where the district headguarters are located. The key
figure in local goverrmment is the district head or land chisf
(onu _ane) as hne i3 cciled literally., Bach district is adminis-
tered by the head o = clan that is soecislly, »nolitieally, and
ritually dominant within the arsa of the district. This
dominant clan regards itself as= being descended froum the first
persons to settle in the area and as possesslng rights to
control the allocation and use of land within the district.

On behalf of his clan the land chief allocatec land within the
district, settles "and disputes, tries other cases and collects
tribute., Persons who do nct belong te this ¢lan can hold rights
of usufruct in the 1lard and car transmit these rights to their
children. But the; rcecognise an overright on the part of the
land chief and ack:owl.edge this by paying an annual tribute of
palm produce and cihel crops, and by presenting the hindguarter
of any large animal xilled ir hunting to thes land chief. It
was from these paymentc of tribute that the land chief for-
warded trivute to the Xing, either through one of the royal
councillors or through one of the eunuchs,

i
W

In addition to his administrative and judicial duties in
the district the land chief has =n overall responsibility for
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the ritual welfare of the district and its irhabitants. This
rotion that the inhabitants of a district form 2 ritual comnmu-
nity is focusscd »n & éiztrict sarth shrinc for wrich the
distriet head is respongible. Offerings are nade at the eaprth
shrine on two ocoasis in the coursse of cach year, once at the
beginning of the dry scason wher the land chie? ritually
inaugurates hunting., The zecond occanion for szerifice to the
carth cccurs towards the end of tho drr ceason ohen the reserve
hunting areas are thrown open by the land chief and 2 communal
hunt is corganised wvhich iz attended by men from the district
concerned and by aeubers of other districts.,

The ritual of *the ecarth in Igala exprecses the thene that
the land chief is responsible Tor the increasce of the community
oecupying the land of the district and also for the Tertility
cf the land itself, Sickness, drought, and similsr misfortunes
arc averted through the carth cult. And witcheraft and sorcory,
potentially the most disruptive of all harmful socisl forces in
Tgala, are believed to be contained by the carth cult, so that
a land chief who ig carrying out his duties properly will make
it impossivle for witchcs or sorcorcrs to renmsir in his district.
The association of the cult of the earth with the action of
communal welfare also appears in the sctting up of household
earth shrines to protect the interests of an entire extended
fanily. When a faumily head sots up a new honestead and he sees
that his family is thriving hs aske the district Foad to csta-
blish a branch of “he carth shrine in his own compound, and
this is set up by making sacrifices and invocations over o heap
of stones and cver a tree specially planted. Like the district
carth shrine this houseshold cult is set up fecr all the members
of family as a domestic and residentini groupr, It does not
make any distinction botween members on the bosis of descent
or marriage but msrges them all into an undiffoerentisnted whole.

The ritual autacrity of the land chief suc-orts his politi-
cal privileges within the district ond gives him the right to
cocrcee offenders or oven Lo oxpel then from the 3istrict Tor the
sake of the otheor irhabitants welfore. The land chief controls

4 special type of masguerade enlicd abulc whose fMuncetions include
tiie function of social control. Wheh Hhe obule nanks come out
they can ridicule anvone whosoe corduct is perelizteontly anti-
gocial, and in extromc cases thoy can cornol tae 2fTendar to
leave the community oy withdrawirg fron hin the vrotective

povers of the earth cult,

[

To conclude this cutline of the land chief's witual
functions I should nmenticr that the Igala, like the Ibo, believe
that certain situctions involve a grave pollution of the carth
and that the welfarc of ths whele commanity will ne affected
unless this pollution is ritually removed, In Igsla the classic
situation of earth vpollution is that causcd by cervain kinds of
death which are classcd as evil deaths, ukwy bibi, Deaths in
this category include deaths cauged by leprosy, denths in which
the body swells before or after death, and the death of a
pregnant woman., A person who dies in these ways 1z rot allowed
normal burial near the homesteasd but must be buriecd in the bush,
And before burial can take place the land chief has to give his
permission and make special sacrifices to the Zarth, Similarly
if war breaks out in Igala the death of the people killed in war
is sald tc have a polluting effect on the land, and the peaco
making procedure includes provision for sacrifices to be meode
at the earth shrine.

I have emphasiced the part that the earth cul® plays in
defining the district nead's position as a comsunity leader,
And it should also be emphasised that similar Sdceas underly
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the king's position in central povernnent, snd that we arc in

& better position for understanding the king's z»olzs after
studying the land chiof than we were beforo, The Tgala king
claime to be & kind of land chief for ths whols: of Igala, And
this claim is made cxplicit in the ancusl Earth Lfestival at
which the king gree oubt ints $he voeh, symbolically sute fire
to the grasses, skoosts an animal and then brings his svolls
back from the btush to ths rationnl carth shrinc, But the

whole point of tho ceremony in the kinpg'e casc ic that ritusl
bowers over the land arc vested in tho originsl inhobitants of
the land, And the king therciore has to approacr the carth
ghrine through the kingmealcers and to make nis oftering through
the Achiadu, who represents the kingmakers., Tre ritual of the
land, in cther words, legitinices the royval dynogty and stresses
vhe king's right to holdé pevcrs of ultimatc territorial sove-
reignty over Igala land, But at the same tine it streszes Lhe
limitaticns on the ¥ing's power that zre impozed by the insti-
tution of the kingmalkors on the one hand and Ly the delegation
of powers to the local district hesds on the cther, Igals
freguently say that the roval clan dees not own lind, and by
this they mean firstly that pPrimary rights over the land arc
vested in the non-royal clans who control the districts,
Seccondly they mean that the role of the royel officials in
government is mainly o coordinating cne, holding together the
clan system on which the local government siructure is uilt.
There secem to be two dodels of governnent underlying the Igala
political systen, one bascd on the idea of o ruyal dynasty
possessing a hereditary and inborn right te rulc, and the other
based on the idez of o territorial community delegating politi-
cal suthority to the head of the most sericr clan in the group.
These are the models in which the Igals use 1o describe their
political system, and it would be possible by examining Igala
oral tradition to show the interaction of thesc two models ir
Igala historical thought., But what I have tried +o SNOW sC

far is the censtitution of thes major solitical groupings in
terms of this modol, te illustrate the basic divicinsn of powers
which underliecs the politicsl vrocces in Tpales,

[t

To conclude this paper T want to wicen the discussgion of
the political zipgnificance of Lic carth cult to inelude Yol
other manifestations of +hose idesz in Test Africa, As many
of you know earth cults Anve 2 wide distribution 21long the
West Coast, and some very interesting oniformities emerge if
one comparces these difforent cults frorm a political viewpaint.
In Migeria carth cults have baun recordsd among the Ibo, the
Idoma, the Igala, the Yoruba and the Moerbe. In Ghana many of
the trives in the Northorn Territories have sorth cults,
particularly thosc tribes that have no system of centralised
government, These Shancizn culte have beon intensively studied
among the Tallernsi, the Konkowmba and the Lo Dazaba. In the
former “rensh territcorics corth cults have beoen roccorded in
Upper Volta, among the Bobe and the Mossi, and in the Ivory
Coast among the Zoulango, the Gagou and the central, northern
and southern Gourc,

In all thess sccieties the carti shrine is the focal
point of a local community which nay be either a village or
& district., Goody describes the local comnunity united in the
worship of the earth 2s a parish arnd this suns up uscfully
the idca that people residing and farming in onz arca sxpress
thelr loyslty to their neighbours through =2 comwoen pitual, In
gome cases the perisnes combine to form larger divisions and
these larger divicions nay enbrace the whole tribel group.
among the Tallensi, For exaumple, cnc of the eartn shrines is
seniocr to all the othsrs and stands for the conmunity of all
Tallensi, In Igala sinilarly the earth shrine at Idah scrves



as a shrine for the whole nation, Whsre this vprocess of merging
occurs the emphasis ia on the aggregation of local shrines
rather than their subordination to 2 common hoad. The earth
shrine at Idah, for exarple, iz primerily 2 loe:l shrine for the
inhabitants of the carital., Sinilarly among the Tallensi the
scnior shrine is alsc the shrine frr o particulsr piri L, Gnd

in order to invoke the 1amd of the Talloned oo a

senicr earth »ricst noamos tho VﬂPiOh‘ cornh shri
for the diffcrent loc-litiocs ir the country.

We can say then, ch;t : curtn eult defino:
territorialily organizsd oo nity in tho 2o
church defines a2 parizh in Wostorn socicty. :
ity by S+Jfrathk1u, cerbuln

the vnity of this loesl connun

offences that could disrupt the unity of the grous.  Thus in

rost of the socleties that peosscoes earth cults bloodshcd is

regarded as an offence that causez ritual pollutlnu of the land
£

and thereby endanpers the 1if the whole comounilty.  Anong
the Yoruba il blood has Leen s Ly muraer or Ty vw,una:u"T the
oghoni scciety sends 1te BEEBUNEerS te sunmor the offender and
bring the casc to trial, Siwilsrly ancng the S3obn, the
Eoulznge, the Gagou, the Gouve, tho Tallenesi, the Kounkomba, tho
Idomg and the Kbembe the corth cult prohidiis blocdzhed and
murder or wounding neve to be cxplated by on oiZering to the
land. TIn Igalz, as I mentioncd carlicr, blocdshed in war has

a polluting effect and has to be exnizted sy en offering to

the earth,

Other forms of antisoecial behoviour besi
mirder may bhe sanctioned by the ewrth cult. exanple among
the Ibto kidnapping, poisoning, ond corhaln forrs of ztealing,
including stealing of = in uh gf;und aro on fo(ncp againnt
the earth, And in g Mhﬁ : they
are made in the nams o the onrt Ly rak 1 a4 } the
carth and anncuncing itho &-01_mur o7 tho munity . The carth
cult gives protecticn ags itchernft among the Tgals and
also among the LaDagaba, It ¢ zinst corcorers anongst
the Ibo andé amongst the Bobo and the Eoulango.,

dos wounding and
F .

o
dris

From onc »oint of view the eorth eult in Yoot Africa is a
fertility cult, mnintaining the fertilit ¥y of the lond on which
members of the parich arr, and also naictaining the numbers
of the humsn population, Eut Trom ay
is a sitrong connectinm be the carth cult a2nd ancegtor
worship., Beveral writer g etressed the connection botweon
the earth and the ancestors, and there seens to be a scnse in
which the carith cult ffmboll 3 the collective deoad of a
territorial community. In Igala, for exanple, in the concluding
rite of the sarth fectival +he land chief addres=os the earth
by the name olokoto, Thnis ie an Tdema word which neans Vthe
last resting nlacec of the dead”, and I thirk tiat Igala uss it
in much the same scunse in this ritual context., Similarly when
the Igala king begins his morning invocation +- the royal
ancestors his first words zrc “"Earth that cate up the chief
with copper anklets, that ecats up the chief wearing fine slippers
In Tgals ag in most other parts of West Africa the ancestors arc
believed t¢ reside in the earth. “her magquerades representing
the ancestors appear in public they sre said to have cowme out
of the ground, and it is scid that they 2o back intc the earth
after the performance. Sinilariy a2 man can invoke his ancestors
wherever he may happen to he sinply by nouring o libation onto
the ground, The associaticn of tre carth wish
authority zliso appears in the ruls that ITzala
git dircctly upon the garound.

a

ther polnt of view thers

The ancestors vho are synbolired by the ¢

cult reprecent
the collevt1v* dead of the whole comsunity »at

than the
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ancestors of a particular descent line. When the aearth rriest
invokes the earth he may recite the nanes of his own predecessors
in office. But the authority which he possesses is not simply
that of a particular descent line, but the sutherity inhepited
from and represented by the cellective dead of the whole
community,

The earth cult defines the local community of worshippers,
It sanctions their unity by forbidding bloodshed aad otherp acis
that form the antithesis of the ideal of comnunal loyalty and
cocperation. The cult also provides the congregetion with
leadership through the office of carth priest, which is usually
hereditary but may bo elective. The extent tc which political
functions are attached to +he carth priesthood varies in differcrnt
parts of West Africa. In Igala the carth pricst is also the head
of the district as a welitical unit and is responsible, as we saw
earlier, for cellecting tribute, for hearing lawsults, and for
carrying out the king's crders., In sone of the former French
territories, similarly, the earth wriest is 2130 an executive
village head with judicial ~nd adniniztrative nowers ovepr the
nembers of thc parish,

Ir other areas again, there ig a structural ovpositicn bet-
vein the ritual head of the perish and the political authoritics.
I the I'ike villags group for instance, among tho Ibo, the egrth
bricsts are of alave ancestry. And cne of the reasons for delo-
gating this irportant ofiice to the descendants of slaves is to
rrevent the carth cricst frow gaining political control of the
village. The ecprth rriesthoed and political leadersghis are also
separated among the Yoruba, but by a differcnt nrocess.

Wnere tho execcutive funciicns of the earth pricsthood arc
not highly developed the cult Plays an iaportant port in unifying
nembers of a local comrmnity agsinst the ruling bhodiy. Fcr
example the ogboni soclety amongst the Yoruba nobiiiges public
Opinion outgide the council of titled chiefs and provides an
alternative to the linsage bascd council for the expression of
rolitical views. And we have already seen how arcry the Igals
the interests of iceal communities arc expresscd afEalnst thosc
of the central government torough participation i the earth
cult. In socicties without a syzten of centralised povernment
the earth cult provides an elternative to the zystem of social
centrol based on Lincages or deoscent groups. The idess under-
lying the earth cult cecn to contain the germ of @ rotion of
sovereignty, if by soverelpgnty we mean thoe cxpression of the
will of a territorially organised community, The idicm in which
this idea is expressed is o ritual onc - the earth pricst is
¢ssentially a ritual rather thar a political leade~, Put the
rovilisation of Opinion within a local community incvitably has
political aspeets, and the carth cult forns onc of the principal
means by which antisocial bohaviour is outlawed =nd the unity
¢f the parish community mairtained., These ideas have such a
wide distribution in West Africn that it scems important to take
this idea of soverelgnty into account when discussing the
cvolution of kingship and the formation of statcs in this area.
To centre discussion of these processes on the carth cult might
be the most useful altcernative that one can sugegest at presont
to the Hamitic hypothesis of political cvoluticr in West Africa.
The emergence of 2 notion of sovercignty amongst scveral West
African peoples makcs the possibility that kingship evolved
independently in West Africa scen much more likely,
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TIV DANCE: A FIRST ASSESIMANT — by Charles Kell

In my ten menths fieldvork to date I have witncssed =
number of Tiv dance perfornancss, askced the usucl preliminary
questions of a few informants and sttempted = rough inventory
of all known Tiv dances past and prosent. Hovever, since this
first phase of research was chsmd largely unorn language
learning, the only aspect of Tiv dance that i havs studied in
any detail is i1ts conceptual vocatulary, the verbs, adjectives
and adverbs Tiv usc to talk about their dancing.

Until T have had the opwortunity of concretizing this
vocabulary, matching actual descriptions and judgencnts with
specific dances and dance woments, its onalyvtic utllilty is
limited

The simple gucstion T'd likse to answer hoere is "What can
be talked about under the neading Tiv Dance?, I prizes werc
to be awarded For chorcographic guantifty, cuality and inventive-
ness in Wigerias, nerhapvs cven in Africa as a vhoels, the Tiv
people could justifisbly lay cloin Lo all throo.

Quantity: If all the lineages of Tivland were surveyed
the 1ist of dances namcd by informants would total ot least 250,
probably clossr to BOC. T have irnventoried over 100 myself,
O0f these hundred, six or seven can be called traditiconal, danco
of forefathers™; these arce inbedded in rites of nsrrisge, deati,
and the acouloluloﬁ of proestlge by PllLPS. Sore of thc trldl-
tional darces described by Akigs {(Akigs's Story, 1966, o, 15)
and R. ¢, Abrahams (The Tiv People 19 40 D. 60, T 653 aro
falling iuto disusc or have stopped ;1ucﬁut1gi. & Tew dances
may be in the process of acguiring troditicansl status. The rost
have enjoyed widely varying depgrecs of popularity, Jdiffusion and
lengevity. Cf the BC tce 70 dances heing performed in Tivland
at the present time, the najority have beern in cxistence less
than five years and most of theso will have disavipeasred within
another five yeare. A fow of the 50 represcent curront rovivals
of dances once digcaraed., A few are pcrehn'&l fovourites which
have enjoycd 10, 1b or even twenty years of continuous nerfor-
mance, Others scem to repreasent t}p ‘urrunt vhagce of a long
stylistic cvolution. A man from ons ares may see ohe dance of
another lineage, compase new songs for it, chenge the costuncs
somevhat, add & new twist or twO, rarame the new’ dance accord-
ing to his fancy and crgenizc his kinsmen to perform it. How
meny of today's dances aroe producte of transformation and
diffusion of this sort, and how rany zre independcontly invented
it is very difficult te say. 4 Tiv likes to list the dances
of his area in seguencc, "first there was Xwaza, “hen Jigo
then came Inyon o 1lowcd by Ihinga, Iceghel ard Ingogh, thcn
Gbangid which became Swangs that we arc doing today”. Though
slmilarities betwsen dances in the scguence are olten pointed
out rnost Tiv insist that each dance is really o noew dancoe,
citing distinguishing features and an origin story or myth to
frove the peint, Only a few Tiv I havc intervicwed stress
continuity rather than change, insisting that the 'new" dance
in guestion is a revision of a predecessor. Furthcr observa-
tions, comparisons, and volling of the experts may resclve this
question but in the meantime I assume that cach dance name
repregents a distinetive style, In which case the variety of
Tiv danecing is astounding. In terms of guantity it should also
be ncted that the most popular dances arc performed by nony
groups e.g. in September of 1966 it wus possibls to witness
three diffcerent groups of women practicing Ate wivhin 9 miles
of gach cther along tre road from Hakurdi to A iazdoe, I suspoct
that the intense cowmpotition between nininal linc: and their
elders is a factor here, i,e, "if so-and-so's wouwen can do
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Atasa my women can do a bilgger and better version’., The 1argc
(at least 15 dwellings), well eﬁtabllohrd (20 years or more in
the same location) compound that isn't the nucleus of one or
mors dance groups is sn anonmzly in Tiviand,

guality: Genurally the hipn quelity of dance nsrformances
in vl¢nd can pe stiributed to "Tiv prrl;ctl nisn', For a
concrete exanpie of this perfecticnism once nezd cnly gaze at
the rows and yam hecps of any Tiv farn.  In the Language I have
come acrogs al 8 a dezen idions conveying tnoe same idea;
“this task is toc much for me’., Froverbs znd folktales with

the message "if you cannot do it perfectly, do nst try o do it
at all' arc egually numerous. The conpetitivoeness alluded to
sbove 1s also conducive o high guality. The aniwal competition
in Gbokc 1s usuaily a big event and smaller confrontations bet-
ween men's groups are supposed to be fregquent throughout the

dry seagon, although T have never secn one, It is claimed that
some groups pracilce dally for seven or eipht nonths before tho
Tirst performance. DBut I have been disap.oinsed as often as not
in my spot check visits to compounds where a lsnce practice at
dusk was said to be part of the dally routine. In general a no .
dance may be organized in April or ¥ay, practiced sporadically
through June ard July, intensively in Auguot and 3cp tcmbbr,
first performed in Qctober and hored o 'purfoctlJn“ for the
Christmas season, Finally, Tiv dences are usually very well
crganized, It fact, so far as 1 can determinc dasice groups
represent the highest degree of grganizaticonal conplexity to be
found in Tivland. 4t eny other Tiv event, rel gious, ccononric,
legal etc. there are usually no mors than fou~ or five roles

to be filled, pur s te Sw playced. A perfornance of Icough, a
typical women's dance, reguires: 1, a dance chile?, 2. her
assistant (both dance within the cirele), 3, leacer of the ling,
4. members of the line, 5. two small girls {(also dancing Withiz
the circle) 6, one of which is sually dceclered Lhe "winner'
toward the cconclusior of the dance, 7. one or more policemen 43
keep the crowd Trom moving in on the dancers, 8. young men whe
press colns on the foreheads of their LJVhdrlt'x, 9, senicr
women {mostly mothers of the girls) who noo t"c doneers' faces,
kold coins, dust the dresses, ulul“t@ their support, 10. chicf
of the drummers who may or may not have 11, an ublutqrt

12, drunners, 13, onlockers, 1. saponsor or sponsors, usually
the compound head and/or clders. Thic sort of role specializa-
tion and integraticn can not be found in any -Hther Tiv activity.

Inventivenesns: Vhy io ﬂadriné so lmportant o the Tiv?
Why half a doncen New dances &v ery year? What mot.vates the Tiv
to spend =0 much time and energy on dancing? To start with =
platitude, a cultural universsl pcerhaps, dancirng is a life
force. The counter force €s, disease and death. arc very real
in Tiviand. - This reality is intensified by the Tiv belief that
almost all deaths and diseases arc causcd by ths mbateav, the
gorcerers, and every elder lz agsumed to be a sorcerer in Tiv-
land, Outwarle the Tiv are very cheerful and chipper; beneath
this surface lies a thick layer of paranoia and hypochondria,
and under this layer rests & core of optimism, for if you are
loved by your celdere it is theoreticzlly possible to live in
perfect health forever, This model is simple and speculative.
I Bring it into the discussion only to suggest that the root
functicn of Tiv dercing is diminution of the prrancid layer cr
converssly reinforcement ard expansion of the corc optimism
and surface cheerfulness which bracket that layer. Many of tho
men's dances which are currently popular notably JIngoeph and
Agatu make a mockery of disease, death and witcheraft, Ingogh
parodies "dropsy'; at a signsl & rnormal danco patuern is
interrupted, the dancers distend their bellies grotesgue
take on idiotic grins, cross their eyes, dangle their arms,
presenting a picture of complete affliction., Ancother signal
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and the situation rcturna to nornmal., At one point a dancer
roills cver on his back, foet etifs in the alr, dead, But he
ig guickly rovived by his fellows In Agatu, = nasked
glephantiasis victin is , o soccer pall slung bencath
lig 1oin cloth, Ornl-ookors o Torvard to kick hic inflated
testicles and put noney in b hand. e elinax of the dance
i a2 drama in which 1 g T s oa deubting Thomas™ with
his "juju". This victim is alsc reaculously reocurceted,
Another itow in tho dan 2 Tiv dance usually has between
8 and 12 iteme or =« narodics amar = mbatsav, the dance
of the witches, Ths rg spin about wildly aad freezse in
paired pogsiticons alnost touching ach other, It i sald that
if sorcercrs touch each other during thelr nozturnal dances
they will die. Difverent czplanaticons sre offerad for this
phenomenon (sece akigs

am not sure of ite s

n, 249 for one version) and I
arnificanecs but it is Interesting
e dezdly. Under the 1ife-
include the prominence of phallic

) i phallus 1o often placed vertically
on top of an ngo ghande (wother drum) in the rery centre o
Icough dances, And one of the most rencuncd fancoers in Tiv-
land has taken ths name Morkeshkegh {(Mwaiting erecticn™).
The origin stories which arc told about dancec sonetimes deal
wivh death, One daonce is all d to have begun wihien a woman
who tost all her children wan sbaggering in gricf and anger
singing accusations zt the suspected witeh, Her listinctive
stagger and pert of her song were picked up by ancther woman
and elaborsted i a dance, In ancother origlin tale o woman
died, was duly buricd and then revived by the jbatsav whe took
her $0 the forest of the dead and ticd her to o teoo, Hight
af'ter night she watched the wizards dance until she made her
cocaps and roturned dolng the dance she had ssen., Juch storics
grc not common, hovever, ana alnest anything can splre a4 new
dance, A man watches a squirrel stecling groundnuts, running
back and forth, and ] (squirrel) is invented., XKwaza began
when tinmincrs rotury ce with digeging motiono. Dasenda

{police) mimics the drills snd uniformns of Lhe vnilice Torce,
And so forth,

Torce heoading one rig
symbolism, A4 large

into

The answers which Tiv thomsclves glve to "why dance?®
questions are fairly straightforward and casily summarizad,
Aslde fror the ususl First responss, "1t is our nature’ or
it is man's nature’, there cro thres baslic roasons,

1. te enhance the prostlpe and svread thoe roeputation of
s £ p& N . . k _
the elders the partvicipants and the linca Zoeoas o wholog
9 i I e 2

2, to initiate and facilitate courtships arnd narriage;

te galn money and food., Permeating “hos:s three reasons
is the idea of "heating up the land” and making every-
one happy.

A

A very brief lcok at the Tiv dance esthetic will round out
this first assegemcnt., %What do Tiv value irn dancing? What
attitudes toward the dance are revesled in the vocabulary? The
guestions lead intco s maze of cewmplexitics, subtiotics, conncta-
tions and even a paradox or twoc. Much depends on the dance in
question., Kost men's dances Tor cxample Cbercul (Ystrike the
forehead" to the ground)., Takara ("spurs") anc Girnyn (the
traditional warriors dance which socms to have diffused fron
the Ibo)}, should ve danced fore fo fere (oulckly), gende gende
(trottin,lyy light on the feet), itsogh bsogh (sctively, with
strength), sagher sagher (vigorcusly, as o hen acratches),

Some men's and all women's dances should be denc lugh lugh
(softly, smoothly, cool, Mike slceping on o new mitiresst),
kindigh kindigh (decp, sitcedy, respectfully, as it pressing
down the carth), kule kule (slowly, steadily, controlled),
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legh legh (carcfully, properly, scothingly, gently, porsuasively).
Whatevor tho dance boing donc it should be exceout sd perfectly,
completcly, clearly, without mistaks - tsenbeleo, perc perc: in
an crderly mennor - sha inja sho inda: in doteil - vighe vigho,

One of the parsdoxes ]
invelives qualitice of darkies

Vo Yol v rescolve gatisfactorily
cnd lisht, A vory good dancor
has ime (litcrally "darkncss! o leaning that he moy not neces-

sarily oe the best doneccr, dut he will win ary conpctition by
sneer foreo of rerscnality, SEmevaer, the vory boest dancers

are also bright, cloar, shining: in Tiv DL VENG SMAD WANIeD
Wanger - he danecs clearly, brightly, without fear op error,

and less commonly, a vino amap engck engor - e dinces brilliant-
1y, in o glittering, shining nanner. A second type of persona-
lity force urum 1lg~ has to ar witin brigntness, =nd this forcco

ig commonly rcflocted in the fit and shine of o anan's clothing
or dancing costure. 4 btruly fince dsrcor may have any 2r all

of these gqualitics.

oo

St

I nove that futurc rescarch dirceted coclfically towar?
dance will bring out the hard facts ncoded For ar analyesisg of
this focal point of Tiv culturc in wuch groatur depth and
dutail.

{

8p
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AFRICAY STUDIES T1i GERMANY SIKCE 1945 - by Eik: Haberland

The ¢nd <f tho Sceond World ¥ar brought most scrious con-
scguences for German sclence: prominent scicntists cnigrated, or
had been killed in tho wor; universities, librarics and muscunse
had been destroyed, or werce lost due to the noew Fronticrs . drawn
in 1945, This poericd salsc meant that German Africs gtudics had
to stert all over again, and net undor the most augplcious
circunstances. 4 Germony undoer dovastotion and cntastrocha,
had othor problems than soponeoring tho studies ecncerncd with
an oveorscas continent, Up to 1955, = large numbor of gocd
students were lost, duc to the poor conditicns £t the Univer-—
gities which, for years, did not incressc theirp teeching staff
despite the cnormous incresse in the student wedy.,  These
students would have boen o cood succoeding gunerasion of
sclentists for African studice, cs woll os Tor oblop digeinlinus.
Az 1t was, thoy went into othor profoeesione. Only at = vory
slow pacc, new chairs and institutes wore cstabli ted op
gtrengthencd.,

Fot until recent yoors - sny, during the pact ten years -
did this situatieor change Tor tho botter, larzely duc to an
increasing intercst of the German rublic in Africo, ond mainly
since the independence of the AfTrican states., Hoew profussor-—
snips and institutes werce cstablished, Thanks to tho support
cf the German Research Council, leng-tern and oxpunsive
rescarch projeets have agoin become possible,  The Gorman
universities, as is the case also with the state universitics
of the Unitcd Statcs of Amcrica, arc not administorced by the
Federal suthoritics as their highest German aduinistrative
unit, but instead by the Ministrics of Education of the varicous
federal states. This does not favour o conccntrasion of certain
disciplines, or the csteblishmont of a scicntilic African contr.
for the whole of Germany., It is, at this point, <hat tho Gernen
Rescarch Council often lends a hand, As a cortral instituticon
it gives aid to German roscarch.  Mest of the larger orojocts
in Africa roscapch, and almost 2ll scicntific Jjourncys, havo
only been possible bhocausce of its nid.
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Since the war, Gorman africa studics have, in the main,
fellowed the path that theilr great initiators first markced out,
They have remained fundanontally coricnted to higtory and
cultural history. Wc arc still, howcver, far rcemoved frowm an
officially rccognised specialisation in Africa studlcs. Thoro
arcy; to be surc, twoe chalrs for African languages in Hawburg
and Cologne, but African history, cultural history, sccioslogy
and cthnography arc still lumpcd tegcether uncer thoe oxtremely
vague cateh—all title of "Vilkerkunde® - wihich micht be trans-
lated as "Study of Peoples? (or "ethrolagy')., The same is true
of geography in vhich therc arc still no professorchips fer the
geography of Africa. There is still noe official specialisation
of tho field, Thc holder of = choir in "Vilkerkunde' (Study
of Pcoples) is still cxpoctod - of least thocrctizally - to
give lecturas on 2ll the pooples of the cntizre world. Every
new appoeintment to such a professorship still threatens to
interrust whatcver tradition and continuity had cxisted up to
that time. If the provicus two incumbents of such a chair had
becen spocislists for Africa, thelp successor may vory possibly
be a specialist in oceanie culturc, Howover, the cfferts in
Gerrany arc ircrcasing to form African contrce at scveral
universitics, if possible at those which alrcady have good
Africe librarics, and where lectures and roscarch on Africa
ar. in progress. This would be possible, and 4o be recommended,
for Hamburg, Frankfurt, and Munich. Although at most of the
ninctecn West German universitics "Vilkerkunde” (Study of
Pooples) is taught - though soveral universitics 4o not oven
have & chair for this ficld — it is still not wnossiblc for tho
majority of students to oursuc specialised Africa studics,
#dunich, Freiburg, Mainz and Frankfurt are the only Gorman
universitics whore chairs for Vilkerkundoe arc occapicd by
tcachers who locturc, ard ¢o rescarch, primorily on Africa.

Of the six East German urniversities, only two — Borlin and
Leipzig - list leeturce on "Viikoerkunde or African history.

The situation is mode somewhot loess discouraging by the exist—
ence of a numbor of larpe cthacgrophic muscums, thce custodians
of which coften pursue African studics, Great, and evon world-
famous cclleceticns of Africana arc to boe found in Berlirn,
Lelpzig, Dresden, Eapburg, Bromen, Cologne, Stutbzart, Trankfurt
sind Munich, Hero wo apre cornfronted with an chorzous troasurs

of cultural documents vaiting to be made usc of. I should like
te proephesy that the scicniific dmportoncc of thosoe muscums will
increasc frem year to ycar, and that soon, noxt t> the Univor-
sities, they will develon into the most importarnt roscarch

facilitics for African culturc and history.

And now let us turn to coneroeio rescarch projocts, Piret
of all, therc is the scicnce of linguistics,., Thorc are two
chairs with good-sized dnstitutes, (Furthornorc, African
languages arc boing taught at the universities of Frankfurt,
Merburg, Mainz, and Gicseen.) Hamburg, with the Carl Meinhof
chair, now occupicd by Johanncs Lukas, is the nost inportant
centre of African linguistics in Germany, It is herc, too,
that the only linguistic pericdical for African lasnguages -
"Africs and Ovcrscas" - is publishcd. Johanncs Lukas has - as
his special ficld - usually grouped thosc central Africar
languages under the heading "Chado-Hanitic! which, from tho
point of view of linguistics and cultural history, belong to
the more importent branches of the great Hamitic family of
languages, Lukas has made scveral cxpeditions o investigate
these language groups, largely in the vicinity of Lake Chad.

A comprehencsive work on this subject is to be published. In
connceetion with Hamburg, it would bo unfoir not to mention
August Xlingenheben, who was the predeccssor of Lukas, and who
has worked for meny years at the Institutc thers, and whosce
spcelality is Fulbe and various cthor West African languages
such es the Vai, along with the Ethicpian languagos,
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After the war, the Hamburg professorship was, Tor a long
time, thce only possibility for roscarch in african languoges,
since the Berlin chair rcemsined unoccupilcd after the death of
Dicdrich Westermann in 1955, wio had held 1t up to that timo,

A new chalr for African longuoges was then czstablishoed in
Celegne for Cewin Edhlor, the fricend, pupil, and spiritual

heir to Westermonng this dupartment has, since then, devoloped
into & worthy successor of the Berlin Institute. Edhler, who
has made several journeys to Socuth 4frica, is concerncd
primarily with tho languages of the bushmen and hettentots
(Koi-San{ which, despiftc their groat complexity, he masters

with inimitable linguistic ingenuity. The clement most
charactcristic for these langusnges is the so—called Y"elick-
sound” which has the vaiune of o consonont ond the appearanco

of which, in c¢ther langoages, is 2 cleoy indication of romnante
of ancient languages. True to the Westormenn tradition, Kohlor
has not remained nmercly o linguist. He does not pursuc languope
studics simply for tholr own sake, but considers them as purt of
numan culturce. In o whole scrivs of publicotions, ho has ﬂ“ntp¢
ocut previously urknown relationships betwoeon the Bushman an
Hobttentot languages which could ornly Lo roveoled in the light

of linguistic materials, and vhich throw on centircly differcent
lignt on the cultural history of these peoples. PFurinornora,

he has studicd the anguage of thoe Kindlgn ond Sandove in
Central Tanzania which is alsc characterizoed by click-sounds;
he is now proeparing a co chonsive stucy of “elick'-longuages.

Among Leo Froboniug' mest irportsnt undoertokings wer. the
reproducticons of rock na 1nt1nﬂg, the Dointings and bnﬂﬂﬂvinge

on cliffs and cis, prinarily in Horth Africna, In the Sahara,
and in South nfrlcb that hove cutlasted millenic, Thoy 2ro

o

ol only of the grootest significance for cultursl history,
sincc they give us information chout the criistic scnsitivity,
the hobitat, ond cultural artifacts of long-dend wcceples, but
they are 2igo in thensclves worderful works of art, the fasci-
naticon of which 1s still working on us vven toedoy. Probonius
copicd, cr had copicd by paintors wheon he hed traincd hinscell,
whole gallerics of these picturcs,  Although kie hope wos nod
fulfilied tonst these rock painting would some day furnish sc
muicn vigible waterial that cne could refer to thow like o
picturce~pock of African history, still they continuc te be onc
of the most important ailds in rcconstructing the cultural
history of Africo, It must be our task to date them roeliably
onty when the chronological relationship of the rock painting
with octher facts of cultural history has boeoen cstablished, will
the picturcs have tholr full sclientific valuce. This is boing
undertaken teday by two men who came fronm the Froboenius-—
Tngtitute and ite traditicn: Hans Rhotort, Dirccetor of tho
Mugcun of Eihnolosgy in S8tuttenrt, and Helmut Zicgort, Lecturcr
ot the University of Hamburg. Both have photographod rock
cngravings in Libya; both have achicved ceongiderable success,
working with different methods,. Rhotert is trying to claborats
cortain definite stylistic principlcs, by mceans of & comparative
method, and also to correlate thences, such os races of domesti-
cated animals, or cultural clcmente, with similae data of
presently living Afriean pooples, or well-decumented colder
culturcs, such as the Bgyptian, Hoe hes oircady done this with
good results in his book, wublished in 1953, on the Bast Libyan
rock paintings, and is continuing in this moethod with his now
West Libyan discoverics, Helwut Zicgort is using snother
methed,  He is ottenmpting to corrclote the rock-picturcs with
the original cavironment of the peopnle who proeduced them,
Starting with +the questicns: what kind of vogotation provailed
2t the time the rock pictures wore »nainted? and, what werc the
climatic conciticns? Thogse questions arc often answercd by

the rorphologicsl findings, He likowise arrivees ot dates which,
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in comparison with othcr chronslogicel ostimotls, arc
charactcrized by their scicntific uxactitudo.

In the pericd bebtwoon 1950 and 1956, mowbores of tho
Frobonius-Institute in FPrankiurt, under the loodershin of the
Frobenius pupil and successeor AGHSLE Jonsoil, W .
carried out o uh,¢u scrics of roscarch arngkoth, tue of which
took them to Ethiopiz, I w able to take neart in them
tegether with my fricnd Holmut Streude.  They wore Slanned as
o continuation of o shorter roscarch in Southorn Sthiopin
which Leu Frebenius hed startod in 1935, ard which hod nover
becn properly carricd o its cnd bocouco of Lho i
invasicon of Bthiopin and, lotor, thoe Sceond Wo
= largor group of the Frobonias Institube was
Ethiopis, during the yeors 1950 to 1956, SR AT
which altogother lasted Pour vonrs, it wos demonstrated th”t il
toam with o coordinatod olon con vwork much noro successfully
than cn irndividual, During thesc cxpeditiocns, 2 guneral
cataloguc of the culturcl invontory wos prepored which has in
pert boen publishcd in o nunber of large volwacs, Furthermors,
4 rurber of now dnsignts worce goined, sipnificcnt for tho
higtory of Africa., Thoe most icportant result was the investi-
grtion of the Scuth-Wegt-Bthicpion Negro culture, This culture
reoregsonts cnce of the oldost population layere in Scuthorn
Bthiconia, The sucecssive wavoe oF pooplus ¢ rztor poncitrated
the South, prosuncbly condng from cerbral Ethiopia, sushed Dut,
asgindilated or declimntod this oldest novulati o cloment. It
is now cxtont only ir remnents in the high nountsins of extrome
Scuth-Wost Ethionis on tho Sudancse bopqu Thiz is wrool that
the spronding of the Fogro culture from its contre, in the
contral and Westorn Sudan, did not toke oloce in fclAfluwly
late tinmocs, as some cuthors claim, but in cariicst times, At
any ratoc, 1t ta ploce long boefore tne immigration of tho
various Hamitic snd Semitie grouprs into South Ethicpia, It

1

N

is astonishing heow She subsbance of shieg old culture has
Jlﬁt&l ol Ihscil despite the progssurcs of conturics ond
millenia Thus ocne Tinds in South-VWest Bthicsis gony Jloments

which Jnly appoear much furthoer to the West a i bhe Tubo and
the Bongoe, I will awention only two of the most imporitort
clements. the custon of vutting woodun stobtucs on bhe praves
off dlmportant men - o euston practically unkrown in tho rost
of Ethiopia - =nd ¢ construction of irﬁn~onulting OVEnRS
which beor zn zstonishirg rosomblance to the oncs built in
the Sudan, The art of ivon-smolting, os woll zs iron-
mamifacturing wes brougnt te full flower by the Africen Hegro
culture,

Let me montion one rere sisnificsnt nistoricodl rosult of
theee trips, The linmistic and nistoricol m- vterials gatherod
in South Ethiopia lead us 5o boliocwve thnt the states of the
arca betwoen the lakce, such ns Buganda, Kitara-lFkole, Ruanda,
Burundi, cte, or ot uny rate the dynestics that have ruled thom
Tor L4000 to 500 years, originatcd in Ethiopia, A nunrbor of
states cxisted in Southern Bthiowia - which lotor wureo absorbod
into the Ethicpian Empirc - withk their om cyalty, state

dbolqu, administration, and so many other ¢lomonmts to be
found in the arca betwoen the 1o kés, that one can no longo
belicve in oceidontal borrowings, S8till, thos. 1n ights
roquire morce supporting ovidenco,  Wo hopae thﬂT the Frobenius-

Institutc will be able to furthor cXpand ite »nosition as the
centre of studice on Africa (moinly of his tury and cultural
history) in Germany. For thiz, thc nunbor of its rombers,

its unique Africa library - considercd to be tho Joremest ono
in Germany, and its largce archives provide the best prore-
quisitcs,
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Thanks to the personality of Heprmann Baumann, a truc
guccessor to robenius' work, the University of llunich hes now
become an cffccetive contre of ruscomeh in African history and
cultural history. I menticncd his name ot the beglnning of
this lceturc zz one of the groat founders of the genuine
sclence cof Africa studics. Thore arc who can compcte with
him in universality of perspective, scilentific acumen and almost
legendary mastoery of dotail., Le o voung man, nc abscorbed
Frobenius' idcas about African cultural ristory, and has por-
focted ther scientifically. At the age of 35 and 38, he
published his two great wuorks "Creation and Primcval Times in
the Mythology of the African Pooples', and YCultural anthropo-
legy of Africe®, both of which nrc uncxcolled compendiums of
africon culture, clthough since that tire, mach now material
has bceen foun and many now rolationshi dizcovered,  The
first of tha becks de Just now boing nublished in o rovisce
editicn., Tho zeeond which has boon trenslated into French,
will = we hope - bo publish next yeor in on expanded and
changsd version, this tim. =s n colladorntive Project, cdited
by Baumann, but writton by him and twenty of his pupils and
frionds. Pext to the "Bthncograchic Survoy™ of the Internatiocnazl
African Institutc in London, it offers the mest conprohonsive
survey of African pooples, languascs and culturcs, although
unfortunatsly, only in the Gornen language., Hermann Baumonn
nade two long Jjourncys intce Southorn Africa where he workod
emong the Lunda and the Tschokws, His studics on tho Zimbabws
problem desorve spoecial it You will rocall thosc cnor-
mnous ruins not far fro aya which, sincce their discovery,
have produced a flood raturc. Many authors woere of tho
opinicn that Africans could not have constructed thosc buildings,
an idez dononstrating thoe wost regrottable undercestimaticon of
the crecative facultics of African culturc. Boumann docg not
exclude the possibility of ovorscas contacts op Inspiration.

Lo docs show, howover, by moans of cramplos of muech smallcor and
largely overlooked stono buildings irn othor parts of Rhodosia,
Zembils and Angols, that such structurcs wore nething now to
South African culturce, and that Zimbabwo simply represcents 2
magnificont paramount sxample, an cpothcosis of this structursl
concept.  Baumenn also cstablished a clesc relaticongnip boetwoun
the Zimbabwe and thoe so-called Djaga, those wandoring, politi-
cally crcative groups whoe were instrumcntal in the formeticn

of many =n oldcr state of Southorn Africa. And when we consider
that Baumann iz at pros.ont working on o survey of ALfrican
archaccleogy, thern we sce a 1i7c werk that is not far bohind
that of Frobenius., By German o andards, e has trained an
unusually large number of pupile so that, nt lcast in this
caseg, the difficult problem of the succeoding gencration in
rescarch scems to bhoe partly solved.

Lot e montion the Hanburg Lthnologierl Fuscunm, a coentro
of German Africar studics rich in traditicon, in nart fovourcd
by the cosmerolitan obtitude of Homburg's merchants.and thoeir
old contacts with Africa, Kunz Dittmer whe, boefore the war,
bullt up 2 reputation with seversl cthnologicenl works, has
visited Western Africo twice in rocont years, T should 1ikc
to mention, sbove all, his monumentsl book on the "Forms of
Authority among the Gurunsi' i 3cuthern Upeer Volta, Not only
doce 1t give an cxhaustive rortrayal of the social conditicns
among this peoplc, 1t alsc attonpts to illustrateo certain
historical processcs on the basis of tho forms of authority,
Central to the book is the conflict botwoon the ancicnt
African drstitutions, such as the Lord of the Barth and tho
clan c¢clder, with the divine Xingship introduced by tho nower
immigrants, roeprescnted in this arco by the Mossi, Kunz Dittmor
not only wrctc a convincing report, a roconstruction of the
historical strugegle botweon these two culturcs, he also relatod
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the kingship of the kossi to cthcr African states, Onc of
Kunz Dittmer's collaborators is Jurgen Zwernemann, who today
is working for the Ethnclogical Muscum of Stuttgart, and who
has likewisc treated the cultural history and sociology of
the Volta rcgion.

Comparcd with the prodominant historical-cultural per-
speetive and rescarch style of German Africa studics, the
sther disciplines, such as sociclogy, political science,
ceonomics and law, which arc nccessarily more tied to prescent-
day perspcctives, have not becn able to mako their weight f£olt.
Tn the natural scicnees which we have not treated here, tho
conditions arc naturelly different. In thesc disciplines,
mentioned above, as far =s Africa siudics are concerncd, only
the first steps have been taken, In this comnscticn, the nancc
of two Inmstitutcs ought to be menticned that have distingulshcd
themsclves, not £o ruch by rescarch, but by coordinating and
planning, and have done significant work in the ficld of docu-
mentation: the Africa Scciety in Hamburg, and the IFC, the
Institute for World Econcmics, in Munich,

Not to be overlookod, cither, as an individual of distin-
guished reputation, is Kurt Arnsprenger of the idistorical
Institutc of the University of Berlin, whose beck on political
parties in former French West Africa has vecn generally
recognized,

German cultural geography has been active in Africa witz
a largc number of individual projects sincc about 1955, but
thoere is still no comprehensive roscarch-planning. Amcng the
names important in this arca, I should likc to mention Kuls
in Bonn, who is working on Ethiopia, Troll in Bonn (Bthicpia
and problems of Africa as a Wholc), Kayecr in Colognc éSouthern
Africa), Hotzel in Bonn {Togo), lensching in Hannover (Tunis
and East Africa), Manshard in Gicsscn (Ghana and Wigeria),
Biidcl in Wirzburg (West Africa and Bthiopia), Schultze in Berlin
(Eastern Sudan). Although far morce impressive in numbers than
the fow Africa cthnologists and linpuists, the geogrephors hnve
in their projects remeincd isclated scholars. Larger works,
such 28 the cxeellent book cn Ghsna by Manshard, who was for
many years o teacher of geography in Kumasi, or the booex on
the Zast Sudan by Schulize, have remaincd execpticns. This io
due primarily to the inetructional overburdcning of Gorman
university tezchers of geogpraphy. Only a oW years 0g06, tha
individual tocacher had tc take carc of 200 and morc geograshy
students. Duc to the inercascd numboer of chairs and institutcs,
and the sdditional appointment of lecturcrs and readers, 1t
has become possible to inercase rescarch activity.

Now, sbout three years ago, tho Gorman Rescarch Council
gave the funds with which to begin a major gocographical
rescarch programme in Africa. It was begun as an experimental
project, and is to be expandced i1f pProgross justifics it. The
"pfpica~Mapping Projuet™ - which is the officizl name - is not
intended to produce a work of original cartegrophy, that is to
say, a large topoprsphical atlas, but is intended instead tc
result in a great collection of Mapplicd cortopraphy' with
thematic maps. The soil-forms, geology, flora, and utility
plants will be considcered as well os linguistics, cthnolugy,
history, or the problem of migrant lszbour. kaps on a scalc
of 1:1 million arc¢ to be the basis, To date, thrce African
arens have been selected as cxanples, Tunis, Southern Nigeris,
and Uganda, Central Bthiopia is to be the subject of tho
ncxt map.

To summarize: I have tricd to give you a survey of the
prescnt status of Africz studics in Germany, of tho historical
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development of these disciplincs, their most important roproscn-
tatives and the nest significant rescarch projoeects., I have
shown that in the discirlines reorerrcd to - linguistices, cthno-
logy, history =and cultural history - the polint of view that has
always boen dominesnt in Gormary, the historical approach, still
prevails,  We hope thet the studios of African history and
Afpican culturel history will =socn oewmerge from thoelr fusion
with gencrol cihnology, and be recogniscd as individual dicei-
plincs in Germany. Thore are focd beginnings for this. Thoe
poussibilitics Cor financing loarge-gscalic rescarch projeets arc
favourable, Whet is lecking are troincd woople to carey thom
out.  Our number isg smoll, With rogret, we soo how — beloroe
cur own cycs - the troditional African culturcs, the still
llving meterial of African history, is disappearing, without
any hope of cur being ablc to record it in its fullness, This
prccess of disintogretion dis & historicnl cvent which is usc-
less to depleore.  Humen cultural nisteory is a procoess of
incegsant change. Wo would only wish that we had sufficicnt
time toe rogistor the facts - whoether it boe gradually dying
languages, or nistorical traditicns, the manifold vroducts of
African arts, traditicnal forms of building, sceial structurc,
or religious 1life, Thosc things arc sricelese witnuss to
hunan creativity. They are zlsc inpertant clemonts in tho
cultural history of Africa that is yvot to be writton., "Save
vanighing data’ was the battle—cry of the cthnoliogists even

2t the beginning of tho century. Today it is more urgent than
cver.  Of what usce arce 2ll the well-meant investigations
cuncerning scciclogical or structural-functicnal problems of
the difficuliy of zdaptaticn to the machinc—ago without o
profound knowlodgae of African culturc? Scicnce - if it is
golng to remain teuc scivnes - muet always o pursucd for i4s
own szke.,  Hero wo arce not only talking about the intorcest of
the scicntist in the history of Africa within the frame of
World histery, but also about the thoupht that no ncople can
know itsclf, or be conscicus of iteclf and ite potential,
without knewing its oun culture.

w

In speaking to you here todoy sbout Gorman Africa studics,
it was not my intenticon morely to inforam you about our work and
to promeote contacts, I hope that T have Docen able to illustrate
for you the sigrnificance of historical and cultural-historical
rcéscarch, cven if at times it scems for ronoved Trom contom-
perary ovents.  Far too fow people are working on African
cultural history in all its Torms = in compariscn with tho
vastness of tnils continent and the tine that is still left to
us, I should lilke to wish snd hoope thaot, in the future, mopo
Africans will try to £ill this gap, It is their country and
their realn in which they should assume scicntific leadershin.
In doing so, they can be assured of our holp.
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The following Institute publications have appeared since
the publication of the last number of LErican Notos,

West Jjfrican archasological Newsletier Ko, 6
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by late R, C. Abraham
1 Publiication o, 4

Five Tgbo Dialects by Robert &, LArmetrong

Institute Ocecagional Publiceiion Iic. 5

Nembe Langusge Mads Hasy by L. avotua Bfchs
Institute Occacional Jublication 1o, 6

ANTOUNCOTHNENTS

MRS, M. W, T, TALBOT deceased.

IHE AMAURY TATBOT FUND ANVULL PRIVE

The attention of ifricanists is dpawn to an /fnnual Prize
being offered by the Ataury Talbot FPund.

The Trustecs invite applications Tor the Prize, being the
income of £5,333, 12, 1a, L percent Comsolidated Stock less
expenses (approximately £15C net).,  The Prize will be awarded
to the author or avihors of the mosh valuable of the works of
anthropological rozearch which arc subrmitted in the compotition.
Cniy works published during the calendar year 1967 arc eligible
for the award., FTreference will be given to works relating in
the first place tu Flegeris and in the sccond plece to any other
Part of West [frice or to West Africs in general. Works relat-
ing to other regions of Africa arc, however, also eligible for
submigsion,

ALl applications, togcther with two copics of the book,
article cr work in gquestion, to be roceived by 3lst December
1967 by the Trustses, Barclays Buank Limited, Trustes Department,
35/37 Broadmead, Bristol 1. :

?

Entrice will not be roturncd to candidatcs but will be at

the disposal of the Judges.

THE RESBARCH LILISON COMVITIRE: A NEW SERVICH TC THE

AFRICANTST COMMUNITY

The Rescarch Liaison Commitiee wasg ¢steblished under the
ausplces of the African Studies Assoclation, It is supportod
by a Pord Foundation prant following the Ford-snonsored 1965 ASA
exploratory miscion 4o Africa.t This mission examined opportu-—
nities for new ways in which to incroase cocperation between
U.8. scholars concerncd with Africa and individusais and acadenic
institutions based in Africa, :

1. William 4. Hance znd Philip Curtin, Yifrican Studies in
Africa and the American Scholar’, African Studies
Bulietin, IX, No. 1, {(1966), 24-32.




Scholars from the United States constitute the largest
single national group engaged in African research. The res-
pongibility for establishing friendly relations with our
colleagues in Africa has, in the past, besr assumed by the
individual scholar, It Decones increcsingly aoparent that
cooperation with Africanists in iAfrica 1tsclf will be of the
greatest importance to future rescarch, and that the Associs—
tion can play a userul lisison rols,

To Tacilitate communication the RLC is ccllecting informa=
tlon and identifying sources of information for scholars and
students proposing rescarch in African Studies. The Committco
has established an office in New York at tho same address as
the Association's offices and under the dircction of Willianm
C. Brown, with Shirley Fischer as Adnministrative Secretary.

The objectives of the Commitiee and its staff are: First,
to develop and strengthen relations among scholars concerned
with Africa, and, second, to maintain liaison with research
institutions in sfrica  threough visits to .ifrica by menbers
of the Ccmmittee,

The first of these objectives is mainly the task of the
Few York office of the Committes. It existes to scrve the
interests of scholarshiv by providing 2 series of related
services. Thesc services are rainly desighed to supply scholars
with informaticn sbout the constantly changing rcesearch scene
in Africa, zo that they can plan their own rsscarch with fullest
rossible Information of field conditions and of work in progruss.
Lmong other things, the Committoe's office stands ready:

1., To supvly information aboul american scholars new in
Africa, or who have recently returned, so that thosc
wino are about to begin research in africa can establish
direct contact with them.

To supply information on resecarch in progress from an
annotated list of proposed, on-going, and recently—
completed rescarch,

N

3. To provide & centro through which ccllieagues in Africa
nay address their rocscarch nceds, reccmmendations,
questiong, or grievances relating to the role of
Americar rescarch in Africa.

L. Tc meintain o serdes of maltilith information shects,
by country, and for Africs in gencral conceyning such
matters as living conditions, government regulations
governing research, currency, health, climate, taxes,
and visas.

5., To assist both vounger scholars and established
researchers in making approprizte contacts in africa,
The persconnel of African universities and research
institutes changes constantly, and the climate for
resecarch can alsc alter very rapidly. It is thercfore
of the greatest importance to make priosr contact with
the appropriate ageoncies well in advance of a field
researcn trip.

6. To meintain liaison with other African Studies Associc-
tione, both in Africs and in other parts of the world.

7. To publish informastion of intercst to Africarist
scholars from time tc time in the African Studics
Bulletin.




These activities are designed to be of assistance to the
community of schelars, but they can only be reully helpful to
the extent that the community of scholars will help in the
work of the Committec., We should therefore liks to make the
following reguests of the merbership of the Africin Studies
Lssociation,

1, That all scholars going to Africa for roscarch infornm

RLC office of their rescarch rroject sc that our files will be
complete,

2.  That scholars in Afrieca or recently returned will help
obhers by giving the most recent information to those referred
tc them by the RLC office - and that they send copics of this
correspondcnce to the office so that our files will alsgo be up
to date. If som¢ matters should be kept confidential, they
may be so marked and they will te treated accordingly.

3. That all scholars roturning from sfrica write a briot
report on living conditions and otherp matters that could usc-
fully be passced ¢n to those who are to follew them,

Correspondence should be addressed to:

Bhirley K. Fischer

RHBEARCH LIAISCHN COMLITTEE
African Studies Associaticn
€22 West 113th Street

New York, New York 10025

Research Lisison Committee

Philip D, Curtin, Chairman, University of Wisconsgin

William O, Brown, Adninistrative Director, Boston University
Karl W. Bicgelow, Teschers College, Columbis University

L. Gray Cowan, ex officio, University College, Iairobi
William A, Hance, Colunbia University

Graham ¥, Irwin, e¢x officic, Colunmbiz University

Vernon McKay, Johng Hlrkins University

Benjamin Rivlin, Brooklyn College

A+ R. Zolberg, University of Chicaogo

AW ARDS
ch Member of the Institute, Monsieur
avarded the degree of "Maitre de
ional de la Recherche Scientifique",

An Associatc Reoe
Pierre Verger, has bec
Recherche au Centro Nz

a1
These de 3° Cycle:

Flux et Reflux de la Traite des negres sntre le golfe
du Benin et Bahiz de Todos os Santos (XVIIC & XIX Siccle).

Monsieur Verger has been a member of the Institute
since 1962,



ON: ION HED i o) e HIIN)
STUDIES CENTRES AT WNIVERSITY IN THE Us P
THE AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE, INDIANA, 1966:

I. On Research Into Dance In Africa.

1T, On The Use oF Traditional African dance in
Contemporary Theatre and Education,

I. ON RESEARCH INTG DANCE TN AFRICA

The Universities in America are seriously concerned with

the study of dance in relation to the established disciplines
of African Studies.

Indiana University plans to train anthropologists in techniques
of dance observation and analysis.

Northwestern is {0 establish a department of dance and music
within their African Studies Centre.

The A.S. Programme at Howard University aims to combine
regsedrch and performing skills in creative work using African
material,

o

The Institute of Ethno-musicology at U,C.L,A, teaches Ethnic
dance as a performing art in relation to the study of music
over a wide range of cultures which now includes African forms.
In 1966 the African Studies Association devoted a panel of

thelr Conference to African ance,

There i1s demand and an urgent need for reliable material
and information on African dance in America., At present, there
is a danger of academicz theories being based on too little
evidence,

This vital concern with African arts in America should
serve to remjnd African Uniwersities of the importance of study-
ing and recording the porlorming arss for the benefit of
académic and cultursl uentres in Africa. Such records would be
of immensegvalus to cortemporary and future generations and an
important contribution to initernational culture and academic
research,

In Africa, dance and its accompanying music traditionally
serve a social and/or religious function, With the rapid social
changes that accompany industrial development dance forms are
changing, in scme cases to the extent of disappearing, wlth the
way of life they express, These dances are a valuable histori-
cal and sociclogical record as well as a highly developed art
form. There is urgent need to record them as well and as soon
as possible. ‘ .

Dance ®is central to traditinnal and modern life in Africa,
which makes the study of dance an academic and cultural
imperative, If this study L3 %o be soriously established then
the first step should be a Research Project to record dance and
music and make thils matépial available for study and analysis.
This project sh@uld‘bé eztbablished without delay.

.The werk could best be initiated by a team of trained
specialists famiiiar with field conditions in Africa., They
would need time and facilities:
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1.  to locate the material
2, to record the material in the field

3, to produce it in a form which ecould
be made available to study centres

b, to analyse the materisl and publish
their conclusions,

Ths Research Team:

At present there are two methods of recording dance:
notation and c¢inematography. Dance notations now available
are based on movement studies made in Europe and need basic
reconsideration if they are to be used for notating dance in
Africa., This reconsideration can only be done by specialists
who have studied a wide range of African dance forms: either
the notators must spend many years in the field or have
reliable visual material available to them, Even when this is
successfully accomplished, it is doubtful that notation can
convey the full form and character of a dance to those unfami-
liar with it or with the society of which it is a part. Film
with synchronised sound offers the most reliable record of
dance if the film is made by a professional film maker experi-
enced at handling the medium in the field, in conjunction with
& speclalist in dance observation able to direct the filming te
those aspects of the dance essential %o a faithful and compre=
hensive recording of it. The team should inelude a technical
film director, an expert in dance cbservation in Africa and an
African musicolopgist able 40 record and relate the accompanying
msic to the dance, I underline that this needs to be done by

trained specialists as poorly made film is useless as a record
or as research material,

Locating of Material:

There is an overwhelming amount of material to be recorded,
It would take years to cover the variety of dance forms in '
Nigeria, se it is hoped that the work of' an established team

would encourage the development of similar teams in ether parts
ufl Africa,

The team would work in collaboration with anthropelogists,
muisicolegists and sociologists in the field, who could 'inform
the film makers as to when and where good dancing is performed
in their area, and gather the hecessary sociclegical data
relating to the social function and origin of the dance. This
information is best collected by those familiar with the
language and culture of the area,

Recording In The Field:

To obtain material of the necessary standard suitable forp
international exchange the best Possible equipment should be
used, This should include = soundless battery deiven egamera
synchronised to a high fidelity pertable tape recorder and a
radio microphone should be used as it dispenses with wires and
enables the microphune to be placed in the best position with
minimum amount of disturbance to the performers, A 35 nmn,
8till camera capable of taking a number ef pietures in rapid
sequence could be useful to cover additignal material, The
team of three specialists could handle this material efficiently.
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After sheoting in the ficid, the film necds 1o be process
and a worlking couy mude viicen: con then be edited, A duplicq+e
negative should bo kopit » ceuplote record of the orlglna7
shocting., =Zlcven : : lrmcdmugl length for an edit
film, concentratl 1t 01 a periicular dance for
demonstration anld teo 23 and excluding soclological
background material, counld bhe provided in a morc
comprehensive film for study,

Analysis end Publicuition of Lnl

oomusicsl tass  should be
misic.

A comprehonsive coony wonld remain in
g film archive so o8 to Do ave ol who wish to
study trne original rmaterial or moks an alt\r"”‘lv edited
version in the fuiturec.

The edited film with eynehronised sound would De availablo
in a Library for showing, hiring and of which copics could be
sold,

It would be nccessary for the team of specialists to
produce o publication accompany cach film which would give
the sociological background of the performers and the situation
in which the doneo was poerformed, o descrivtion of the musical
instruments illus uridbd by still photographs with a formal
analysis of musgie, and a Tormal anslysis of the dance with
photogranhs to illustratc basic body positions, ete. This would
give a detailed eludy of a warticular dance style.

i

. Comparative Lt could be based on recls of I1lm showing
edited sxeccrpts from a number of contrasiting styles of dange,
This might reguir: o spoken introduction and commentary on the
film as well £ writton materisl iv sociologiceal, dance and
musical torms.

IT.. QN B ROLE OF
AND EDUCATION,

ITICHAL DANGCE IN GCHTEMPCRARY THEATRE

In America toeatrical. dunce hes broken away fLrom the
traditional ballet of Suropf to create hechnioues ang forms f
dance for the theztre that drswy their basic matorial from the
variety of dasnce siyles and nevenent pabterns which are part of
contemporary Amncrigan lifo,

At the Universities, Bducational Dance Departments produce
work which reflects Anmerican culturc in modern educatiQnal terms.

Africa 1s rieh in dance and therc is no ne=d to import
styles or technilaues, The principle of basing contemporary
ecreative work ¢gn the material available in the surrounding
culturc remains valid for theatrical and cducational situations
at all times and in 211 ovlaces.

Dance is highly respcected ze an art in Africa., In tradi-
tional societies, it is insceparable from ccrcmony, ritual,
celebration er cntertzinment: contral te the very fibre of tho
life of the people, In modern urban situstions, dance remains
an art that 1s understood end apprecisted at all levels of
society, and so 1% should romain central tc modern forms of
gommunication and cnt rtainment, The media of theatre, tele-
vision and film demend conscgious and deliberatc designing of
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material in contrast to a traditional art which evolves as a
statement of a way of life. But the bullding of technigques -
and designing of work for theatre and television can use '
elements and improvise on themes from the traditional performing
arts which offer a rich store of material, This does not imply
the imitation, or brushing up of dance which traditionally
serves a social or ritual purpose; this can only result in a
poor copy of externals and a loss of the essential qualities

and meaning of the dance: it means developing and expanding
those aspects and elements of the dance which can be imagina-
tively used to meet the requirements of modern theatre,

This principle is equally wvalid in Education. In scheels
and training colleges students should become familiar with a
wide range of traditional arts. This would give them respect
for and confidence in their cultural background as a basis for
learning to use elements from these arts in new ways, SO
developing the imaginative use of their talents in terme of
materials familiar to themn.

In this context a library of films on traditional dance
styles would provide valuable basic material for choreographers,
theatre directors and educationists both now and in the future,

It would be of great value if a University in Africa would
set up a training scheme for fifteen to twenty performers under
the direction of a choreographer able to use African traditionsal
material in theatrical terms. The trainees should be selected
on a basis of talent and train daily in performing techniques
and work steadily on productions for theatre and television,
With talent such as is available in Nigeria, a thecatrical dance
company of professional standing would emerge over a period of
two years. The work could draw from traditional literary, dance,
music and visual arts, and would make an important contribution
to African theatre and be of value as a model for the creative
use of African arts in the educational programmes of schools and
colleges., The dance company could work as such or as part of =a
larger company trained in the .full range of performing arts.

Peggy Harper
Director of Dance
School of Drama
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